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President Barack Obama meets new Saudi Arabian King Salman bin Abdul Aziz in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. The president and first lady have 
come to expresses their condolences on the death of the late Saudi Arabian King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Saud. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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Aruba's premiere attraction 

De Palm Island 

You Won't Want To Leave 


Include: All you can eat buffet • Open bar • Snorkeling • Water park • 
Banana boat rides • Beach chairs • Salsa lessons and more 
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Tickets: online, hotel concierge desk or at De Palm Island (Balashi). 
depalmisland.com | +(297) 522-4500. Directions: 2 miles south past the airport and follow signs. 



Obama meets with new King of Saudi Arabia 


turning its back on a friend. 
President Hosni Mubarak. 
Still, the Obama administra¬ 
tion has worked assiduously 
to try to repair relations with 
the Saudis. After a pivotal 
June meeting in Jidda be¬ 
tween Secretary of State 


John Kerry and King Abdul¬ 
lah, Saudi Arabia agreed 
to join the United States 
in carrying out airstrikes 
against Islamic State fight¬ 
ers in Syria and Iraq. 

Joining the president for 
the visit on Tuesday were his 


Republican opponent from 
2008, Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, and several vet¬ 
erans of Republican ad¬ 
ministrations, including two 
former secretaries of state, 
James A. Baker III and Con- 
doleezza Rice. □ 



President Barack Obama and Saudi Arabian King Salman 
bin Abdul Aziz stand during the arrival ceremony in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. The president came 
to expresses his condolences on the death of the late Saudi 
Arabian King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Saud. 


M. R. GORDON 
P. BAKER 

© 2015 New York Times 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama met 
with King Salman of Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday, leading 
a bipartisan delegation of 
prominent current and for¬ 
mer officials to shore up an 
important relationship and 
offer condolences for the 
death of King Abdullah. 

U.S. officials said the meet¬ 
ings were the first official 
discussions the new mon¬ 
arch has held with a visiting 
foreign dignitary. 

Air Force One landed on a 
clear, mild afternoon with 
a brisk wind snapping the 
American and Saudi flags 
to attention. At the Erga 
Palace, the king and the 
president sat in gold chairs 
as their meeting got under 
way. 

Obama was in Riyadh for 
only a few hours, detour¬ 
ing from the return leg of 
a three-day visit to India. 
Still, the fact that he made 
the stop was significant. 


(AP Photo/ (AP Photo/SPA) 

because he rarely travels 
overseas to mark the death 
of a foreign leader; more 
often, he dispatches the 
vice president, secretary of 
state or other dignitaries to 
represent the United States. 
U.S. relations with Saudi 
Arabia were strained by 
Obama’s decision not to 
mount military strikes in Syr¬ 
ia against the government 
of President Bashar Assad 
over the use of chemical 
weapons. Saudi Arabia has 
been a bitter foe of Assad, 
who has repressed the Sun¬ 
ni Muslim majority in Syria 
and who has the backing 
of Iran, the Saudis' regional 
rival. 

The Saudis are also uneasy 
about the Obama adminis¬ 
tration's pursuit of a nuclear 
deal with Iran, fearing that 
it will do too little to restrain 
the Iranians from develop¬ 
ing nuclear weapons. And 
they were unhappy with 
U.S. policy toward the Arab 
Spring uprisings, especially 
in Egypt, where they ac¬ 
cused the United States of 
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Blizzard slams New England, spares most of Mid-Atlantic 



A police officer questions the driver an occupant of a car that ended up on top of a tall snowbank 
in the middle of Commercial Street during a blizzard, Tuesday, Jan 27, 2015, in Portland, Maine. 
Although there is no driving ban in Maine, most motorists stayed off the roads on Tuesday. The 
storm is expected to dump up to two feet of snow. 


BOB SALSBERG 
DENISE LAVOIE 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) - Its winds 
howling at more than 70 
mph, the Blizzard of 2015 
slammed Boston and sur¬ 
rounding parts of New Eng¬ 
land on Tuesday with none 
of the mercy it unexpect¬ 
edly showed New York 
City, piling up more than 2 
feet of snow. 

The storm punched out a 
40-to-50-foot section of a 
seawall in Marshfield, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, badly dam¬ 
aging a vacant home. In 
Newport, Rhode Island, it 
toppled a 110-foot rep¬ 
lica of a Revolutionary War 
sailing vessel in drydock, 
breaking its mast and 
puncturing its hull. 

The blizzard’s force and re¬ 
lentlessness stunned even 
winter-hardened New Eng¬ 
landers. 

“It’s a wicked storm,” Jeff 
Russell said as he fought a 
mounting snowdrift threat¬ 
ening to cover a window 


at his home in Scarbor¬ 
ough, Maine. 

The snow in New England 
began Monday evening, 
continued all day Tuesday 


and was not expected to 
ease until late evening. 
And the bitter cold could 
hang on: The low in Boston 
on Wednesday is expected 


(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 

to be 1 degree, and fore¬ 
casters said it will not get 
above freezing for the next 
week or so. 

The Philadelphia-to-Boston 
corridor of more than 35 
million people had braced 
for a paralyzing blast Mon¬ 
day evening and into 
Tuesday after forecasters 
warned of a storm of po¬ 
tentially historic propor¬ 
tions. 

The weather lived up to its 
billing in New England and 
on New York’s Long Island, 
which also got clobbered. 
But in the New York City 
area, the snowfall wasn’t 
all that bad, falling short of 
a foot. By Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, buses and subways 
were starting to run again, 
and driving bans there and 
in New Jersey had been 
lifted. 

The glancing blow left 
forecasters apologizing 
and politicians defending 
their near-total shutdown 
on travel. Some commut¬ 
ers grumbled, but others 
sounded a better-safe- 
than-sorry note and even 


expressed sympathy for 
the weatherman. 

“I think it’s like the situa¬ 
tion with Ebola: If you over¬ 
cover, people are ready 
and prepared, rather than 
not giving it the attention it 
needs,” said Brandon Bha- 
jan, a New York City secu¬ 
rity guard. 

National Weather Service 
director Louis Uccellini said 
his agency should have 
done a better job of com¬ 
municating the uncertain¬ 
ty in its forecast. But he also 
said the storm may in fact 
prove to be one of the big¬ 
gest ever in some parts of 
Massachusetts. 

Around New England, 
snowplows struggled to 
keep up, and Boston po¬ 
lice drove several dozen 
doctors and nurses to work 
at hospitals. Snow blan¬ 
keted Boston Common, 
where the Redcoats drilled 
during the Revolution, and 
drifts piled up against Fa- 
neuil Hall, where Samuel 
Adams and the Sons of 
Liberty stoked the fires of 
rebellion. 

Nearly 21 inches of snow 
coated Boston's Logan 
Airport by evening, while 
nearby Framingham had 
TA feet and Worcester 26 
inches, according to un¬ 
official totals. Lunenburg, 
Massachusetts, reported 
33 inches. 

Providence, Rhode Island, 
had well over a foot of 
snow. Sixteen inches had 
piled up in Portland, Maine, 
and 23 inches in Waterford, 
Connecticut. Montauk, on 
the eastern end of Long Is¬ 
land, got about 2 feet. 

“It feels like a hurricane 
with snow,” said Maureen 
Keller, who works at an 
oceanfront resort in Mon¬ 
tauk. 

At least 30,000 homes and 
businesses were without 
power in the Boston-Cape 
Cod area, including the en¬ 
tire island of Nantucket. □ 
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Obama floats possible drilling lease in Atlantic 



Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chair Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, voices 
her opposition after President Barack Obama waded into a decades-long fight over drilling 
in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, announcing that his administration would pursue a 
wilderness designation for 12.28 million acres, barring drilling in most of the refuge, Tuesday, Jan. 
27, 2015, during a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


memorandum withdraws 
from leasing parts of the 
Beaufort and Chukchi seas, 
as well as a shallow 30- 
mile (50 kilometer) shelf in 
northwestern Alaska called 
Hanna Shoal, citing their 
importance to Alaska na¬ 
tives and the sensitive envi¬ 
ronmental resources. 

“There are some places 
that are too special to drill, 
and these areas certainly 
fit that bill,” Jewell said. 
Obama in early 2010 an¬ 
nounced his intention to 
allow drilling 50 miles (80 
kilometers) off the Virginia 
coast, only to scrap it after 
the BP oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico. But the administra¬ 
tion has allowed oil and 
gas companies to explore 
for oil and gas in the Atlan¬ 
tic in the meantime, which 
is the initial step prior to 
drilling .□ 


DINA CAPPIELLO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
floated a plan Tuesday 
that for the first time would 
open up a broad swath of 
the Atlantic Ocean to drill¬ 
ing, even as it moved to 
restrict drilling indefinitely 
in environmentally-sensitive 
areas of the state of Alaska. 
The proposal envisions auc¬ 
tioning areas located more 
than 50 miles (80 kilome¬ 
ters) off the coasts of Vir¬ 
ginia, North and South Car¬ 
olina, and Georgia to oil 
companies no earlier than 
2021, long after President 
Barack Obama leaves of¬ 
fice. For decades, oil com¬ 
panies have been barred 
from drilling in the Atlantic 
Ocean, where a morato¬ 
rium was in place up until 
2008. 

The plan also calls for leas¬ 
ing 10 areas in the Gulf of 
Mexico, long the epicenter 
of U.S. offshore oil produc¬ 
tion, and three off the Alas¬ 
ka coast. 

“This is a balanced pro¬ 
posal that would make 
available nearly 80 per¬ 
cent of the undiscovered 
technically recoverable 
resources, while protecting 
areas that are simply too 
special to develop," Inte¬ 
rior Secretary Sally Jewell 
said in a conference call 
with reporters. “The areas 
off the table are very small 
in comparison to areas on 


the table.” 

The plan, which covers 
potential lease sales in the 
2017-2022 time frame, drew 
immediate reaction from 
Capitol Hill, where Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, an Alaska Re¬ 
publican, called it a war on 
her home state, and where 
Northeastern Democrats 
objected to the proposal 
for the Atlantic Ocean. The 
proposal comes as the U.S. 
is in the midst of an oil 
boom and when oil prices, 
and pump prices, are at 
near-historic lows. 
“Opening up the Atlantic 
coast to drill for fossil fuel is 
unnecessary, poses a seri¬ 
ous threat to coastal com¬ 
munities throughout the 
region, and is the wrong 
approach to energy de¬ 
velopment in this country,” 
said New Jersey Sens. Cory 
Booker and Robert Menen- 
dez, and Rep. Frank Pal- 
lone, in a statement. 

Interior Department offi¬ 
cials cautioned that they 
were in the early stages of 
a multi-year process, with 
Jewell saying they were 
only “considering’ a lease 
sale in the Atlantic and that 
areas could be “narrowed 
or taken out entirely in the 
future.” 

For Alaska, President 
Barack Obama issued a 
memorandum Tuesday 
placing 9.8 million acres 
(4 million hectares) of the 
state’s offshore resources 
off limits indefinitely. The 
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US consumer confidence jumps to 7 ’A-year high in January 



Customers shop at Nordstrom Rack in Schaumburg, III. The Conference Board released the 
Consumer Confidence Index for January on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

consumers welcomed the 
new year with a surge in 
confidence. 

The Conference Board 
reported Tuesday that its 
consumer confidence in¬ 
dex climbed this month 
to 102.9, highest level 
since August 2007 — four 
months before the start of 
the Great Recession. Janu¬ 
ary’s figure was up from a 
revised 93.1 in December. 
“Consumers started the 
year in a buoyant mood,” 
Andrew Hunter, an ana¬ 
lyst at Capital Economics, 
wrote in a research note. 
Americans haven't felt this 
good about current eco¬ 
nomic conditions since 
January 2008. And they are 
the most optimistic they've 
been since February 2011 
about business conditions 
over the next six months. 
The Conference Board also 
found that 20.5 percent 


of consumers surveyed 
described jobs as "plenti¬ 
ful” — the biggest share in 
nearly seven years. The fig¬ 


ure had dropped as low as 
3.1 percent in November 
and December 2009. 
Consumer confidence has 


been rising as the econ¬ 
omy improves. Employers 
added nearly 3 million jobs 
last year, most since 1999. 


The unemployment rate 
last month tumbled to a 
6-year low of 5.6 percent. 
The economy grew from 
July through September at 
a 5 percent annual rate, 
fastest in 11 years. 

Adding to improving spirits: 
Gas prices have plunged 
to $2.04 a gallon Tues¬ 
day from $2.32 a gallon a 
month ago, according to 
AAA. Lower gasoline prices 
leave more money in con¬ 
sumers’ wallets to spend on 
other things. 

Bricklin Dwyer, an econo¬ 
mist at BNP Paribas, wrote 
in a research note that the 
stronger consumer confi¬ 
dence numbers “support 
our forecast for contin¬ 
ued strength in consumer 
spending." Absent from the 
economic success story so 
far are significant wage 
gains: Adjusted for inflation, 
hourly earnings for private- 
sector employees were the 
same last month as they'd 
been in December 2008. □ 


Jobless-rate moves: Colorado best, Louisiana worst 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Colo¬ 
rado’s unemployment rate 
fell by a third. Louisiana’s 
jumped nearly a quarter. 
Across the country, chang¬ 
es in unemployment rates 
varied from state to state 
in 2014, but collectively the 
numbers pointed to a year 
of substantial improve¬ 
ment: Jobless rates fell in 
46 states, and every one 
except Mississippi added 
jobs. 

Even Louisiana’s gain 
masked some good news: 
The state added a healthy 
number of jobs — just not 
enough to keep up with 
population growth. 


The broad improvement 
shown in Tuesday’s report 
from the Labor Depart¬ 
ment reflected a pickup 
in hiring across the coun¬ 
try. Employers nationwide 
added nearly 3 million 
jobs last year, the most 
since 1999. The gains were 
driven by solid economic 
growth in spring and sum¬ 
mer. During 2014, the na¬ 
tional unemployment rate 
sank to 5.6 percent from 
6.7 percent. 

In Colorado, which en¬ 
joyed the biggest propor¬ 
tional drop in unemploy¬ 
ment, healthy hiring low¬ 
ered its rate to 4 percent 
from 6.2 percent. Colo¬ 
rado’s employers added 


62,300 jobs, boosting its 
payrolls 2.6 percent, the 
nation’s 10th best job gain. 
The largest increase was 
in the low-paying sector of 
restaurant, hotels and en¬ 
tertainment firms, such as 
amusement parks, which 
added 15,300 jobs. In addi¬ 
tion, the higher-paying in¬ 
dustries of education and 
health care added 14,000 
jobs, construction compa¬ 
nies 10,000. 

Other states with sizable 
drops in unemployment 
rates last year were: Ida¬ 
ho, whose rate fell to 3.7 
percent from 5.6 percent; 
Ohio, where it fell to 4.8 per¬ 
cent from 7.1 percent; and 
Illinois, where it dropped to 


6.2 percent from 8.9 per¬ 
cent. 

Rates rose in only two 
states last year. The larg¬ 
est was in Louisiana, whose 
rate jumped to 6.7 percent 
from 5.4 percent. But that 
jump occurred because 
more people moved into 
the state and didn't find 
work, not because com¬ 
panies weren't hiring. Loui¬ 
siana added 29,000 jobs, 
a 1.5 percent increase. 
But the number of unem¬ 
ployed people rose to 
146,000 from 112,500. 

The only other state to re¬ 
port a rising higher unem¬ 
ployment rate last year 
was North Dakota, but 
the increase was trifling. It 


moved up just 0.1 percent¬ 
age point to 2.8 percent. 
North Dakota, which has 
benefited from an oil and 
gas drilling boom, still has 
the nation’s lowest rate. 

Its energy boom contribut¬ 
ed to a gain of 24,500 jobs 
last year, a 5.4 percent in¬ 
crease — the largest per¬ 
centage increase in the 
nation. Yet North Dakota's 
population also rose a bit, 
contributing to the tiny rise 
in its jobless rate. 
Unemployment rates were 
unchanged in two states 
last year: Vermont and 
West Virginia. 

In December, rates fell in 
42 states, rose in four and 
were unchanged in fourO 
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American new home sales jump 11.6% in December 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sales 
of new U.S. homes acceler¬ 
ated strongly in December, 
a sign that home-buying 
may improve this year after 
a lackluster 2014. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Tuesday that 
new home sales climbed 
11.6 percent last month to 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 481,000. The 
gains were not enough to 
offset essentially flat home¬ 
buying over the course 
of 2014. Just 435,000 new 
homes were bought last 
year, a modest 1.2 percent 
improvement from 2013. 
The growth in December 
pointed to rising sales in 
2015, buoyed by the com¬ 
bination of strong hiring in 
recent months and drasti¬ 
cally lower mortgage rates. 
Home values are also rising 
at a slower pace, improv¬ 
ing affordability for would- 
be buyers. 

“We may see continued 
momentum in new home 
sales kick off 2015," said 


Derek Lindsey, an analyst 
at the bank BNP Paribas. 
Over the past 12 months, 
median prices for new 
homes rose 8.2 percent 
to $298,100. That increase 
masks the gains on the 
lower-end of the new 
construction market. The 
share of new-homes priced 
$200,000 to $299,999 in¬ 
creased in December to 
32 percent, up from 30 
percent in the prior two 
months. 

“This is where the first-timers 
are likely found, so it is en¬ 
couraging that they ap¬ 
peared to be enticed into 
the new home market,” 
noted Jennifer Lee, a senior 
economist at BMO Capital 
Markets. 

Last year disappointed 
in part because builders 
largely focused on higher- 
end houses, which limited 
the number of would-be 
buyers and kept the pace 
of construction below his¬ 
toric levels. Roughly 700,000 
new homes were sold in the 
1990s, nearly a third more 
than in 2014. 


Much of the gains in De¬ 
cember came from a 53.6 
percent jump in sales in the 
Northeast and a 17.7 per¬ 
cent increase in the South. 
The West reported a slight 
increase in sales, while buy¬ 
ing in the Midwest slipped. 
The improved health of the 
U.S. economy should help 


boost sales in the coming 
months. 

Average rates for 30-year 
mortgages dropped to 
3.63 percent last week, 
down from 4.39 percent 
a year ago, according to 
the mortgage firm Freddie 
Mac. That steep decline 
makes it cheaper for buy¬ 


ers to borrow, helping them 
afford larger and more ex¬ 
pensive homes. So far, ho¬ 
meowners are primarily re¬ 
lying on the lower rates to 
refinance their mortgages. 
Purchases are up 3 percent 
over the past 12 months, 
according to the Mort¬ 
gage Bankers Association. 


At the same time, the 
growth in prices for existing 
homes has been steadi¬ 
ly slowing, putting more 
properties within reach of 
buyers who had previous¬ 
ly been priced out of the 
market. The Standard & 
Poor's/Case-Shiller 20-city 
home price index, released 


Tuesday, rose 4.3 percent in 
November from 12 months 
earlier. That's down slightly 
from a 4.5 percent pace in 
October and double-digit 
gains in early 2014. 
Would-be buyers are likely 
to moderate any price 
growth caused by in¬ 
creased demand, even if 
the figures may be bumpy 
from month-to-month, said 
Hela Richardson, chief 
economist at the real es¬ 
tate brokerage Redfin. 
“We’re seeing that the hot¬ 
test demand is at the most 
affordable price points,” 
Richardson said. “That 
means if prices go up too 
far too fast, buyers will step 
back and wait for them to 
drop again.” 

Solid hiring over the past 
year should help contribute 
to income gains and real 
estate sales. The unem¬ 
ployment rate has plunged 
to 5.6 percent from 6.7 
percent a year ago, as 
employers added nearly 
three million jobs last year, 
according to the Labor 
Departments 



A flag flaps in the breeze in front of a new home for sale in 
Richmond, Va. The Commerce Department reported on sales 
of new homes for December on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Steve Helber) 
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Dark Deals: 

A US green-energy blueprint, meant to help Liberia, fails 


RONNIE GREENE 
JONATHAN LAYLEH 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON/BUCHANAN, 
Liberia (AP) — On paper, 
the pitch was simple: A 
green energy company 
backed by $217 million 
in U.S. government loans 
would convert one of Af¬ 
rica’s poorest countries 
into the world’s first bio- 
mass-driven economy. But 
the plan to help Liberia 
collapsed amid question¬ 
able business decisions and 
oversight. 

The company, Buchanan 
Renewables, dismissed 600 
workers and left the coun¬ 
try amid complaints of 
workplace injuries, environ¬ 
mental harm and, at times, 
sexual abuse. 


Backing the company at 
every stage was the Over¬ 
seas Private Investment 
Corporation, a federal 
agency with a global man¬ 
date but low profile. The 
agency approves more 
than $3 billion a year in fi¬ 
nancing, targeting devel¬ 
opments in hard-pressed 
communities. But its internal 
watchdog has issued re¬ 
ports on just five deals since 
2005, a period when OPIC 
approved more than 530 
projects. 

From the start, an investi¬ 
gation by The Associated 
Press found, OPIC's support 
for the power project in the 
western African country 
of Liberia was marked by 
questionable scrutiny and 
deep political links. Even 


for ostensibly philanthropic 
projects meant to aid the 
world’s poorest, corporate 
opportunities and profits 
can intersect with family 
and business fies among 
Washington's political elite. 
On the ground in Liberia, 
Buchanan Renewables’ 


CEO was James Steele, a 
larger-than-life former U.S. 
military figure and onetime 
Texas business partner of 
OPIC’s then-president and 
CEO, Robert Mosbacher 
Jr. Mosbacher's father was 
Commerce secretary un¬ 
der President George H.W. 
Bush. 

Steele drew acclaim, and 
controversy, over his role in 
U.S. military efforts, from the 
Iran-Contra affair to Iraq, 
where he performed work 
for President George W. 
Bush's defense secretary, 
Donald H. Rumsfeld. 

Even before the Liberian 
project, Mosbacher had 
tapped Steele as a consul¬ 
tant to help OPIC develop 


power projects. Over 22 
months from 2006 to 2008, 
the agency paid Steele 
$390,000 for consulting and 
an additional $114,556 in 
travel expenses, the AP 
found. Then it approved 
three loans to support Bu¬ 
chanan’s vision in Liberia. 


The venture collapsed 
amid tensions between 
the company and the Li¬ 
berian government, ques¬ 
tions from the U.S. Embassy 
and the withdrawal of a 
vifal financier. Troubling 
stories emerged: charcoal 
producers having to trade 
sex for wood promised as 
part of the undertaking, 
Buchanan’s machinery 
cracking open an ances¬ 
tor's grave on one family 
farm, the company leaving 
piles of woodchips that at¬ 
tracted stinging ants and 
fouled local waters. 

Some women said they be¬ 
came pregnant after trad¬ 
ing sex for wood sticks with 
Buchanan staff members in 


Liberia. 

“If we didn't have sex 
with the employees they 
wouldn't give you sticks,” 
Sarah Monopoloh, chair¬ 
woman of a local char¬ 
coal sellers union, fold the 
AP. She said she suffered 
a painful miscarriage. “I 
nearly died in the process,” 
Monopoloh said. 

Tree planter Aderlyn Bar¬ 
nard was knocked uncon¬ 
scious, breaking a leg and 
wrist and dislocating an 
arm, when the company’s 
clearing machine felled 
her with a tree. “I am one 
of the victims,” she said. 
“Right now I am disabled.” 
To Mosbacher, who ab¬ 
stained from OPIC’s loan 
vote, the project was an 
opportunity lost. Steele de¬ 
clined an interview request. 
“This was absolutely for fhe 
best of intentions and that’s 
why it was literally the big¬ 
gest disappointment I had 
from all my time at OPIC,” 
said Mosbacher, the agen¬ 
cy head from 2005 to 2009. 
“What seemed to be a 
home run, a win-win, just 
didn't work out the way 
any of us had hoped.” 

In all, OPIC handed out $77 
million of the $217 million in 
loans it approved for the Li¬ 
berian project, money the 
company said would allow 
it to convert aged rubber 
trees into biomass chips 
that would fuel power 
plants. 

The last loan came under 
the agency’s current presi¬ 
dent and CEO, Elizabeth 
Littlefield. 

When OPIC approved the 
final $90 million loan in 2011, 
if did nof conduct an onsite 
environmental and social 
due diligence visit for a 
project in a country haunt¬ 
ed by a decade-long civil 
war and history of abuses 
against women. 
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Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 




The Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) building 
is seen on New York Avenue NW in Washington. A failed U.S. 
government-backed plan to produce environmentally friendly 
energy in one of Africa’s poorest countries was marred by in¬ 
sider connections and questionable planning, an Associated 
Press investigation found. The federal agency at the center of 
the deal is one of the government’s biggest secrets and rou¬ 
tinely escapes public scrutiny. That agency, the Overseas Pri¬ 
vate Investment Corporation, approved three loans totaling 
$217 million to help a company, Buchanan Renewables, con¬ 
vert nonproducing rubber trees into biomass chips that would 
help power Liberia. 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon) 
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Secret talks in Jordan try to win release of hostages 


IS 
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ZEINA KARAM 
YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Secret talks 
were underway Tuesday 
in Jordan in the presence 
of a Japanese envoy to 
secure the freedom of a 
Japanese journalist and a 
Jordanian pilot captured 
by Islamic State extremists 
and purportedly threat¬ 
ened with death within 24 
hours. 

The global efforts to free 
Japanese freelance jour¬ 
nalist Kenji Goto and Jor¬ 
danian Lt. Mu’ath al-Kas- 
easbeh gained greater 
urgency with the release 
of the apparent ultima¬ 
tum from the Islamic State 
group. 

In the message, the extrem¬ 
ists say the two hostages 
will be killed within 24 hours 
unless Jordan frees Sajida 
al-Rishawi, an Iraqi woman 
sentenced to death in Jor¬ 
dan for her involvement in 
a 2005 terrorist attack on a 
hotel that killed 60 people. 
The pilot’s father, Safi al- 
Kaseasbeh, made a last- 
ditch appeal for Jordan “to 
meet the demands” of the 


tion yet that authorities in 
Jordan and Japan may 
be open to a prisoner ex¬ 
change, something that 
would go against the policy 
of the kingdom's main ally, 
the U.S., which opposes ne¬ 
gotiating with extremists. 
Japan’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yasuhide Nakaya- 
ma was in Amman to co¬ 
ordinate hostage-release 
efforts with Jordan. 

The hostage saga involving 
the two Japanese nation¬ 


als has stunned Japan and 
triggered criticism of Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe over his 
government's handling of 
the crisis. 

The militants have report¬ 
edly beheaded one Jap¬ 
anese hostage, Haruna 
Yukawa, and have threat¬ 
ened to kill Goto — along 
with al-Kaseasbeh — set¬ 
ting a Wednesday after¬ 
noon deadline. 

The video matched a mes¬ 
sage released over the 


weekend, though neither 
bore the logo of the Islam¬ 
ic State group's al-Furqan 
media arm. The weekend 
video showed a still photo 
of Goto holding what ap¬ 
pears to be a photo of Yu¬ 
kawa's body. 

The AP could not indepen¬ 
dently verify either video. 
However, several militant 
websites affiliated with the 
Islamic State group refer¬ 
enced the latest video and 
posted links to it Tuesday.Q 


A woman along with other protesters hold a placard and chant 
“Free Goto” during a rally outside the prime minister’s official 
residence in Tokyo, Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. A Japanese envoy 
in Jordan expressed hope that both a Japanese hostage and a 
Jordanian pilot held by Islamic militants will return home “with 
a smile on their faces,” as criticisms mounted Tuesday over the 
government's handling of the crisis. 

(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 


Islamic State group. 

“All people must know, 
from the head of the re¬ 
gime to everybody else, 
that the safety of Mu'ath 
means the stability of Jor¬ 
dan, and the death of 
Mu’ath means chaos in 
Jordan,” he told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

About 200 relatives of the 
pilot demonstrated outside 
the prime minister's office 
in the Jordanian capital 
of Amman, chanting anti¬ 
government slogans and 
urging it to meet the cap- 
tors' demands. 

A member of Jordan’s par¬ 
liament said the country 
was in indirect talks with 
the militants to secure the 
hostages’ release. Bassam 
Al-Manasseer, chairman 
of the foreign affairs com¬ 
mittee, told Bloomberg 
News the negotiations are 
taking place through reli¬ 
gious and tribal leaders in 
Iraq, adding that Jordan 
and Japanwon’t negotiate 
directly with IS and won't 
free al-Rishawi in exchange 
for Goto only. 

Manaseer’s comments 
were the strongest sugges¬ 
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Leader of Yemen’s rebels urges ‘peaceful transfer of power’ 



Protesters hold a poster depicting Yemen's President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, left, and Abdul- 
Malik al-Houthi, a leader of Shiite rebels who hold the capital, Sanna, amid a power vacuum, dur¬ 
ing a demonstration in Sanaa. The leader of Shiite rebels who control the Yemeni capital called 
for a “peaceful transfer of power” on Tuesday, after his forces released a presidential aide whose 
abduction set in motion a violent escalation that led to the resignation of the president and the 
government. 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
BRIAN ROHAN 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — The 

leader of Shiite rebels who 
control the Yemeni capi¬ 
tal called for a “peace¬ 
ful transfer of power" on 
Tuesday, after his forces re¬ 
leased a presidential aide 
whose abduction set in 
motion a violent escalation 
that led to the resignation 
of the president and the 
government. 

The escalation has plunged 
impoverished Yemen 
deeper into turmoil and 
pushed it closer to fractur¬ 
ing along sectarian and 
tribal lines. The prospect 
of a leaderless nation has 
also raised concerns about 
Washington’s ability to con¬ 
tinue targeting Yemen’s lo¬ 
cal al-Qaida branch, which 
it considers the network’s 
most dangerous. 

The Houthis overran the 
capital, Sanaa, in Septem¬ 
ber, after descending from 
their northern stronghold 
and demanding a greater 
share of power. The release 
of the aide could signal 
rebels’ readiness for de- 
escalation, given that Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Man- 
sour Hadi had made it a 
top demand. Abdel-Malek 
al-Houthi blamed politi¬ 
cal forces and southerners 


for Yemen’s chaos despite 
what many see as a power 
grab by his Shiite Houthis, 
who abducted the aide 10 
days ago. He called for a 
meeting to be held to work 
toward resolving political 
and security issues while 
also pledging to take a 
stand against “anarchists.” 
“I extend an invitation to all 
free and honorable people 
across the spectrum — ac¬ 


ademics, tribes, elders, all 
people — to a large, inclu¬ 
sive, broad, exceptional, 
and historic meeting Friday 
in Sanaa,” al-Houthi said 
in a speech on the rebels' 
Masirah TV. His speech was 
met with calls by activists 
and social groups for pro¬ 
tests in Sanaa and across 
the country however. The 
Socialist Party called on al- 
Houthi to release Hadi and 


(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 

his government minster 
from house arrest, and free 
detained demonstrators as 
a sign of good faith. 

Yemeni activist Hisham Al- 
Omeisy was skeptical about 
the chances al-Houthi’s 
meeting would produce 
results, saying that a similar 
call he made last year led 
to a meeting packed with 
Houthi supporters and few 
dissenting voices. 


“Now that he actually has 
power there’s little point for 
him to listen to other peo¬ 
ple,” Al-Omeisy said. 

A representative of the 
rebels told The Associated 
Press that the Houthis freed 
the aide, Ahmed Awad 
bin Mubarak, and handed 
him over to local tribes in 
the southern province of 
Shabwa. An official with 
the president’s office con¬ 
firmed the release. Both the 
Houthi representative and 
the official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
speak to the media. 

The rebels abducted bin 
Mubarak to protest Hadi's 
decision to proceed with 
a draft constitution that 
would divide Yemen into six 
federal states — something 
the rebels strongly oppose. 
As street battles engulfed 
Sanaa and shelling rocked 
the city for days, Houthis 
seized control of more state 
institutions, including the 
presidential palace, military 
camps and state media. 
They also encircled Hadi’s 
residence and that of Prime 
Minister Khaled Bahah. A 
tentative deal under which 
Hadi agreed to some po¬ 
litical concessions later col¬ 
lapsed and the president, 
the premier and the entire 
Cabinet resigned. 
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Holocaust survivors gather at Auschwitz-Birkenau to remember 





Mordechai Ronen a holocaust survivor from the US, center, ges¬ 
tures while praying with fellow survivors upon arriving at the Aus¬ 
chwitz Nazi death camp in Oswiecim, Poland, Monday, Jan. 26, 
2015. 

(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski) 


JOANNA BERENDT 
© 2015 New York Times 

OSWIECIM, Poland - More 
than 3,000 guests, includ¬ 
ing Holocaust survivors 
and foreign dignitaries, 
gathered Tuesday at a 
site marking one of his¬ 
tory's biggest horrors, the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau death 
camps in southern Poland, 
which were liberated by 
Soviet troops 70 years ago 
in closing months of World 
Warll. 

Because of advancing 
age, this year's ceremony 
at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
State Museum may be the 
last major anniversary to 
include more than a hand¬ 
ful of survivors of the Nazi 
death camps here, where 
about 1.5 million people 
lost their lives, most of them 
European Jews. Some 1,500 
survivors attended the 60th 
anniversary in 2005, but 
Tuesday there were fewer 
than 300 on hand. Most are 
in their 90s, and some are 
older than 100. 

Their dwindling numbers 
prompted many at the cer¬ 
emony to raise the question 
of how best to sustain their 
memory when they are 
gone, and what it means 
in a time of fresh outbreaks 
of religious and ethnic ani¬ 


mosities. 

“Today, in the name of 
truth, we need to fight the 
attempts to relativize the 
Shoah," President Broni¬ 
slaw Komorowski of Poland 
said as he opened the cer¬ 
emony Tuesday afternoon, 
using another term for the 
Holocaust. “The memory 
of Auschwitz means the 
memory of the importance 
of freedom, justice, toler¬ 
ance and respect for hu¬ 
man rights," he added. 
Dozens of heads of state 
and other prominent fig¬ 
ures took part in the cer¬ 
emony, including the presi¬ 
dents of France, Germany 
and Austria, Franpois Hol- 
lande, Joachim Gauck 
and Heinz Fischer; the kings 
of Belgium and the Neth¬ 
erlands, Philippe and Wil- 
lem-Alexander; and Crown 
Prince Frederik of Den¬ 
mark. Treasury Secretary 
Jack Lew will represent the 
United States, while Russia 
was represented by Sergei 
Ivanov, President Vladimir 
Putin’s chief of staff. 

The anniversary takes place 
at a time when reports of 
anti-Semitism are increas¬ 
ing across Europe. One 
Jewish organization said 
in a recent report that the 
incidence of anti-Semitic 


acts in France had dou¬ 
bled over the past year. 
“Jews are targeted in Eu¬ 
rope once again because 
they are Jews," Ronald S. 
Lauder, president of the 
World Jewish Congress and 
a major contributor to the 
preservation of the mu¬ 
seum complex, said at the 
ceremony. 

Lauder, 70, said the recent 
terrorist attacks in Paris, in¬ 
cluding at a kosher super¬ 
market, had prompted him 
to radically change the re¬ 
marks he intended to deliv¬ 
er. He called on the world 
leaders in the audience to 
adopt policies of zero toler¬ 


ance toward hatred of any 
kind. “Unless this is checked 
right now, it will be too 
late," he said. 

Steven Spielberg, whose 
Holocaust film “Schindler’s 
List” won seven Academy 
Awards, raised a similar 
warning in a short speech 
on the eve of the anniver¬ 
sary, saying that Jews were 
once again threatened by 
“the perennial demons of 
intolerance.” 

Speaking at a Shoah me¬ 
morial in Paris before flying 
to Poland for the ceremony 
at the museum, Hollande 
pleaded with Jews in his 
country not to react by 


emigrating. “The place of 
Jews is in France,” he said. 
“France is your homeland.” 
He called on Internet ser¬ 
vice providers to take ac¬ 
tion against anti-Semitic 
comments posted online. 
Gauck also gave a speech 
at home before traveling 
to Poland. He told a com¬ 
memorative session of the 
German parliament that 
“while the Holocaust will 
not necessarily be among 
the central components of 
German identity for every¬ 
one in our country, it will still 
hold true that there is no 
German identity without 
Auschwitz." 
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Fidel Castro breaks silence over thaw in US-Cuba relations 



A photograph of Fidel Castro hangs under the Spanish word “Welcome” on the wall at a state- 
run food market in Havana, Cuba. On Monday, Jan. 26, 2015, after more than a month of 
silence, Castro made his first public comments about the news that the U.S. and his island nation 
will restore diplomatic relations after more than 50 years of hostility. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


tro, 88, to the Argentine soc¬ 
cer star Diego Maradona. 

But the letter to Maradona 
did not mention the re-es- 
tablishment of diplomatic re¬ 
lations with the United States, 
leaving analysts to wonder 


whether Castro, who stared 
down nearly a dozen U.S. 
presidents during the long 
standoff between the two 
nations, approved of the 
deal. Castro, who handed 
the reins of power to his 


brother Raul because of seri¬ 
ous illness - first in 2006, then 
officially in 2008 - has made 
only sporadic appearances 
over the last few years and 
has not been seen in public 
in a year. 


Venezuelan officials reject drug trafficking report 


VICTORIA BURNETT 
© 2015 New York Times 
MEXICO CITY - Fidel Cas¬ 
tro has ended his silence of 
almost six weeks over the 
deal to restore diplomatic 
relations between the United 
States and Cuba, writing in 
a letter that he supported a 
peaceful end to conflict but 
still distrusted U.S. politics. 

“We will always defend co¬ 
operation and friendship 
with all of the world’s people, 
among them, our political 
adversaries,” Castro wrote 
in the letter. It was read to 
students to observe the 70th 
anniversary of his matricula¬ 
tion at the University of Ha¬ 
vana, and it was published 
late Monday in Granma, the 
Communist Party’s official 
newspaper. 

The conspicuous absence 
of Castro after the an¬ 
nouncement on Dec. 17 of 
the detente after decades 
of tension and diplomatic 
estrangement prompted ru¬ 
mors in Havana and Miami 
that he was dead. Those 
were largely calmed by a let¬ 
ter two weeks ago from Cas- 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan officials on 
Tuesday denounced a re¬ 
port that links the head of 
the socialist South Ameri¬ 
can country’s congress to 
the drug trade. 

Two Spanish-language 
newspapers reported 
Monday that the chief 
bodyguard of National 
Assembly President Dios- 
dado Cabello has gone to 
the United States with in¬ 
formation implicating him 
as head of a drug cartel 
made up of political and 


military officials. 

The anonymously sourced 
stories were carried by ABC 
of Spain and the Miami- 
based El Nuevo Herald. 

In Washington, William 
Brownfield, the State De¬ 
partment’s top anti-nar¬ 
cotics official, said there is 
significant evidence that 
some members of the Ven¬ 
ezuelan government have 
been corrupted by traffick¬ 
ing organizations and said 
the report naming body¬ 
guard Leamsy Salazar “is 
not inconsistent with that 


narrative. That is as far as I 
am inclined to go." 

He said he was neither 
confirming nor denying the 
report. 

Loyalist Venezuelan Con¬ 
gressman Pedro Carreno 
took to Twitter to accuse 
the CIA of buying off Sala¬ 
zar. Cabello also respond¬ 
ed on Twitter, thanking 
people for their support 
at a time of “infamy and 
intrigue." “Every attack 
against me strengthens my 
spirit and resolve," he said. 
The top-trending Twitter 


topic in hyper-polarized 
Venezuela Tuesday after¬ 
noon was “total support 
for Diosdado,” followed by 
“Diosdado drug trafficker.” 
The U.S. has long accused 
top Venezuelan politi¬ 
cal and military leaders 
of complicity in the drug 
trade. In July, former Vene¬ 
zuelan military intelligence 
chief Hugo Carvajal was 
arrested in Aruba on a U.S. 
warrant. Venezuela was 
ultimately able to use dip¬ 
lomatic wrangling to have 
him set free. □ 


In the letter published Mon¬ 
day, Castro was wide-rang¬ 
ing, skipping from global 
economic inequality and 
Greek notions of utopia to 
Cuba’s role in the Angolan 
conflict before addressing 
the reconciliation of Cuba 
and the United States. 

“I shall explain my essential 
position in a few words,” he 
wrote. “I do not trust the poli¬ 
tics of the United States, nor 
have I exchanged a word 
with them, but this is not, in 
any way, a rejection of a 
peaceful solution to con¬ 
flicts.” 

His brother, he wrote, had 
“taken the relevant steps 
in line with the prerogatives 
and authorities awarded to 
him by the National Assem¬ 
bly and the Cuban Commu¬ 
nist Party.” 

Brian Latell, a former analyst 
with the CIA who has tracked 
the Castros for decades, 
noted that the letter did not 
mention three Cuban spies 
who had been imprisoned in 
the United States and were 
returned to the island as part 
of the negotiations. 

Fidel Castro had cam¬ 
paigned years for the return 
of the spies, originally part of 
a group of five, turning them 
into a cause celebre in left¬ 
leaning circles abroad. 

“He made it such a principle, 
but he hasn’t reacted to that 
and he hasn’t seen them,” 
said Latell, referring to the 
spies. He added, “Why hasn’t 
he taken some credit?” 

The letter, whose authorship 
cannot be verified, seemed 
to serve Raul Castro’s po¬ 
litical purposes more than 
Fidel’s, Latell said, add¬ 
ing, “You have to wonder 
who is composing these 
utterances. -a 

















Champions Introduces Its New Look and Feel to the Local Press 




PALM BEACH - Recently, 
the Aruba Marriott team 
invited the local media to 
experience Champions 
Sports Bar & Restaurant's 
new look and feel. 

Upon arrival the press mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a peach mo¬ 
jito as welcome drink and 
enjoyed the scrumptious 
Champions Sampler with 
sliders, onion rings, chicken 
wings and loaded fries as 
appetizer. For entree they 
picked their favorite dish 
from the newly revamped 
menu and enjoyed live en¬ 
tertainment by Ernesto and 
Angela. 

The restaurant’s new in¬ 
terior design now offers a 
modern and light new am¬ 
bience with 33 high defini¬ 
tion flat screens throughout 
the venue, a hip L-shaped 
bar and an updated 
menu. In addition, the 
Champions' logo has also 
been revamped to fit the 
freshly updated look and 
feel. 

Champions’ now offers an 
Executive Happy Hour ev¬ 
ery Friday from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm with $5 premium 
bar and live entertain¬ 
ment. For those looking for 
the ideal venue for a spe¬ 
cial occasion. Champions’ 
offers a private area per¬ 
fect for any event such as 
kids birthday parties. Stay 
tuned for Champions’ Ex¬ 
press Lunch to be intro¬ 
duced in March and will 


offer a fixed lunch menu at 
a special price for profes¬ 
sionals to enjoy. 
Champions Sports Bar & 


Restaurant is located at 
the Marriott Aruba Ocean 
Club and accepts all cred¬ 
it and debit cards. □ 
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Kiwanis International Celebrates 100 Years of Servicel 




and atMtiyow 


ORANJESTAD - On Janu¬ 
ary 21, 2015, Kiwanis In¬ 
ternational celebrated 
100 years of service! Ki¬ 
wanis International was 
founded in 1915 exactly 
100 years ago in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

In 2005 during their 90th 
Anniversary Convention, 
Kiwanis International ad¬ 
opted the theme “Serv¬ 
ing the Children of fhe 
World,” rededicating 
Kiwanis International to 
making an impact on 
the lives of children all 
around fhe world. 

In their 100 years, Ki- 
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same mission and vision 
of Kiwanis International, 
and form a larger fam¬ 
ily, such as K- Kids, Key 
Club, Aktion Club, Build¬ 
ers Club, Kiwanis Junior 
and Circle K. 

Kiwanis Circle K of the 
University of Aruba con¬ 


gratulates the Kiwanis 
International for its 100 th 
Anniversary, and hopes 
Kiwanis International 
continues to have an im¬ 
pact on the lives of peo¬ 
ple all over the world, 
especially the Kiwanis 
Clubs of ArubaO 


wanis International has in place, and more than 
expanded to 96 coun- 600,000 members, 
tries around the world. There are many more 
with almost 8,400 clubs clubs that share the 
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Sidebar changes Aruba's restaurant scene 
with its flavorful gourmet burgers 



OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM -12:00 AM 
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 
FREE WIFI & FREE PARKING 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS 

RENAISSANCE SEAPORT MARKETPLACE 
ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD 
TEL: +297 588 5511 
INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM 
WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 


BECAUSE LIFE IS DELICIOUS. 


ORANJESTAD - Take a burger of one hundred 
percent prime Angus beef, add to that the 
freshest possible extras and tastiest sauces 
and voila: here is your gourmet burger. Side- 
bar, a newly opened, great restaurant in the 
Renaissance Marketplace in downtown 
Oranjestad, knows how to tease your taste 
buds with the best burgers imaginable. 


"After two meals and one take out experience, 
I'm ready to COMMIT. This hip, casual place 
manages to pull off a great contribution to 
the latest fad....burgers." 

Zforall, Sarasota, FL-USA 

TripAdvisor-January 5th, 2015 


Sidebar's signature burgers have been named 
The Sidebar, The Afterburner, The Goliath, The 
Texan, The Chaser, The Primal and The Italian 
Job and we are sure that everyone will be able 
to find a burger that calls out to them. The 
burgers come with brie cheese, prosciutto, 
Cheddar cheese, zucchini, sliced steak, Bour¬ 
bon bbq sauce, dripping gravy and much 
more, depending on your order. The best 
thing is that these gourmet beauties cost less 
than $ 15.--, so lunch or an evening out won't 
break the bank. 


Feel love for Sidebar's burgers; they are burst¬ 
ing with taste- try them all and find your 
personal favorite. Come on down to Sidebar 
and rock your Wildest West with a fabulously 
tasty burger that packs a punch with its layers 
of flavor. And if you are not in a burger mood, 
then Sidebar has a wonderfully varied menu 
of all kinds of other options, ranging from 
vegetarian mushrooms and spinach to a 
zucchini cutlet to lovely salads, homemade 
soups, pastas and fish dishes. 

Wash your lunch or dinner down with a 
premium, aged Bourbon or try the ice-cold 
beers on tap to slake your thirst. You can 
choose between Heineken, Balashi, Chill, 
Stella Artois, Miller Light or Presidente. Come 
inside, at the bar or sit outside on the terrace; 
at Sidebar there will always be a place for you. 



Chosen by readers of USA TODAY and 1 OBest: 

Vote for Aruba’s Baby Beach in the 10Best Readers' Choice Awards! 


SAN NICOLAS - As you 

might have seen online, 
Aruba’s very own Baby 
Beach is one of the top 
nominees in the latest 
“1 OBest Readers’ Choice” 
travel award contest. This 
week is your last chance to 
vote for your favorite and 
help get Aruba to # 1! 

The current leaders on 
“1 OBest Reader's Choice 
Awards” in their “Best Ca¬ 
ribbean Beach” poll are: 

1. Horseshoe Bay Beach - 
Bermuda. 

2. Crane Beach - Barba¬ 
dos. 

3. Baby Beach - Aruba. 
Let’s move Baby Beach 
on Aruba to the top of the 
list by rocking the vote at 
http://www.l 0best.com/ 
awards/travel/best-carib- 
bean-beach/. 

Voting is open until Mon¬ 
day, February 2nd, 2015 at 
11:59am EST. □ 



A half-moon stretch of sand along a serene lagoon. Baby Beach is one of Aruba's best. The crystalline waters remain shallow quite 
far out, making it an ideal location for swimming (especially for families with young children), and snorkelers can swim out to where 
the lagoon opens into the sea to view colorful fish and corals in a designated snorkeling area. 

(Photo courtesy of Aruba Tourism Authority) 
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Sunday, February 1 st | Starting at 5pm 


Join us for all the 
excitement of the American 
Football Championship and 
enjoy a special menu of 
game day favorites. 


SOUP OF THE DAY 

Ask your server for the daily selection. $5.00 

ONION RINGS 

Giant hand-cut, deep fried onions 
served with BBQ sauce. $4.50 

MOZZARELLA STICKS 

Hot, crisp and golden outside 
served with marinara sauce. $7.00 

FRENCH FRIES 

Crispy deep fried golden brown fries. $3.50 


THE COVE BURGER 

Topped with lettuce, tomato, onions and your 
choice of cheese. Served with fries. $9.00 

KICKIN' CHICKEN WINGS 

Delicious chicken wings served with celery, 
carrot sticks and choice of sauce: Sweet & Sour, 
Blue Cheese, BBQ Sauce. 

6pcs - $6.50 12pcs - $12.00 25pcs - $22.00 

BEER 

Pitcher $13.00 • Bucket $20.00 




CASINO AND SHOPS 

■I r-.-x 


Open daily 1 Oam to 4cm • IE. Irausqulii Blvd #47 

■- _ 
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Maria Onni’s Creative Explosion: 

Vibrant Caribbean Colors Make Sidebar Bistro’s Giant Wall Shimmer and Shine 



ORANJESTAD - A mural, 
covering some 50 square 
meters inside Sidebar res¬ 
taurant, is something you 
shouldn’t miss: it is an ex¬ 
plosion of the colors of the 
Caribbean, depicting a 
magic garden filled with 
flowers, birds, a totem pole 
and funny, alien-looking, 
beer-drinking, hamburger¬ 
eating male elves. The col¬ 
ors ochre, pink, turquoise, 
bright green and orange 
'happify' the wall of the 
restaurant: an unbeatable 
combination when you 
savor its fantastic gourmet 
hamburgers, tasty salads, 
ice cold beers and aged 
bourbons. Don’t drive past 
Sidebar Bistro, but park 
your car on the Renais¬ 
sance Marketplace park¬ 
ing downtown and come 
inside to enjoy Maria’s 
mural and to pamper your 
other senses as well. 

Painter Maria Onni (33) 
was born in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina; she came to 
Aruba on the wings of love 


when she was just 20 years 
old. After her divorce, she 
started selling her original 
artwork and she was over 
the moon when Sidebar 
owner Niels Stooter asked 
her to paint a mural for his 
new restaurant. "He gave 
me carte blanche,” Ma¬ 
ria tells with a big smile. "I 
had a blueprint of what he 
wanted, made by his ar¬ 
chitect Arjen Coster from 
Holland, but I needed a 
free hand to be able to ex¬ 
plore my creativity for this 
huge project.” 


It took Maria and her team 
three weeks to finish the 
mural. She started with a 
background of orange 
with yellow lights and she 
outlined the basic main 
figures like the flowers, the 
birds, the centipede and 
the elf-figurines. Sometimes 
her friend and fellow art¬ 
ist Mariana Luna came to 
help; at other times she 
directed five people. Ma¬ 
ria worked on the mural 
during late afternoons 
and early evenings when 
the workmen were gone. 


closely watched by Niels. 
After it was finished, Niels 
told Maria that he had tak¬ 
en a big chance with this 
project, but that he was 
very happy with the result. 
The mural incorporates 
several aspects of life on 
Aruba: there is the central 
totem pole with the shoko, 
the island’s cute, endemic 
owl. "I used a totem pole 
to indicate the link with 
Aruba’s indian history and 
spiritual side. Then there 
are fantasy flowers in vari¬ 
ous colors, a trupial, our 
orange-breasted black¬ 
bird, an iguana and a toy¬ 
like centipede,” explains 
Maria. Lots of bottles, one 
of them Angels Envy, a su¬ 
perb bourbon that you can 
get here, are depicted on 
the wall as well as the fun¬ 
ny elf-like, alien little man 
that is eating a hamburger, 
guzzling a Balashi beer and 
climbing a cactus to reach 
a bottle. 

Are you curious and do 
you want to see if for your¬ 



self? No problem; go to 
Sidebar Bistro, have break¬ 
fast, lunch, drinks or din¬ 
ner there and let Maria's 
Caribbean mural lift your 
mood sky-high. It's definite¬ 
ly worth your visit! 

Sidebar Bistro is open daily 
from 8am till midnight and 
on Friday and Saturdays 
they stay open till lam. 
Sidebar is located at Re¬ 
naissance Marketplace 
across from Ocean Suites 
downtown OranjestadO 














Nodal Idsesito BrndvenimAwst^^ 




RataellTsiadaJofKpain! Iejahpl^djlaverMT en a af- 




Australia, 


Tuesd awtJQnW27M20i\ [5\ 


Associated Press 


aae 


^ 

^ * 


a 


mJFI 


_> 



BUCALOE 

TODAY: 5-6pm & 10-11pm 


SPECIAL PRICES ON l\ 
and local beers: Balashi 6 




Located at De Palm Pier 

between the Radisson Resort and Riu Hotel 


uonnv Hour Entertainment 


^ +M7) S 5 “ a,Mtom 


Beach Bar and Grill 














































WEDNESDAY 28 JANUARY 


DISPORTS 


m 



SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 



Nodal's Australian Open goes true to his prediction 



Tomas Berdych of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeat¬ 
ing Rafael Nadal of Spain in their quarterfinal match at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Tues¬ 
day, Jan. 27, 2015. 

Associated Press 


DENNIS PASSA 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Rafael Nadal kept tell¬ 
ing anyone who would 
listen that his fitness levels 
wouldn’t stand up to the 
rigors of a two-week Grand 
Slam tournament. Tomas 
Berdych proved him right. 
Nadal, who had played 
only eight matches since 
last June coming into the 
Australian Open because 
of a right wrist injury and 
appendix surgery in early 
November, was knocked 
out in the quarterfinals 6-2, 
6-0, 7-6 (5) on Tuesday by 
Berdych — who had lost 
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17 straight matches to the 
Spaniard. 

“It is obvious that I need¬ 
ed something more to be 
more competitive,” Nadal, 
a 14-time major winner, 
said. “As I said when I ar¬ 
rived here, the process al¬ 
ways is not easy. When you 
have injuries, comebacks 
are difficult. But without 
being at my top level of 
tennis, I was able to be 
here in quarterfinals. Is not 
a bad result at all for me.” 
Berdych, while thankful for 
the win, was reminded of 
a quote from the late Vi¬ 
tas Gerulaitis after beating 
Jimmy Connors for the first 
time in 16 matches: “No¬ 
body beats Vitas Gerulaitis 
17 times in a row.” 

So no one, not even Nad¬ 
al, could beat Berdych 18 
times in a row? 

“I’ve heard that one al¬ 
ready,” Berdych said, smil¬ 
ing. 

The other men's semifinal¬ 
ists will be determined on 
Wednesday when top- 
seeded Novak Djokovic 
plays Milos Raonic and 
defending champion Stan 
Wawrinka takes on U.S. 
Open runner-up Kei Nishi- 
kori. 

Berdych will play sixth- 
seeded Andy Murray in the 
semis after the British player 
beat local hope Nick Kyr- 
gios 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3. Kyrgios 
came back from two sets 
down and saved a match 
point in the fourth round 
Sunday before beating 
Italian Andreas Seppi, the 
player who eliminated 
Roger Federer in the third 
round, but there was no 
such comeback on Tues¬ 
day. 

The 19-year-old Kyrgios, 
who walked onto the court 
with his headphones on 
and gave two thumbs-up 
to the crowd, was at his 
crowd-pleasing best. After 
hitting a backhand drop 
shot at the net for winner in 


the second set, he spread 
out his arms for applause, 
and in the third set, he hit a 
between-the-legs shot that 
Murray easily returned. 

“It was a tricky match,” 
Murray said. “I tried to 
start as quick as possible 
because I know how dan¬ 
gerous Nick is. He's a huge 
hitter of the ball, so I tried 
to keep it out of his strike 
zone as much as possible. 
Thankfully it worked.” 
Kyrgios, who beat Nadal 
in the fourth round at Wim¬ 
bledon last year, likes Mur¬ 
ray's chances now that 
both Nadal and Federer 
are out of the Scotsman's 
half of the draw. 

“I said to him at the net, 
‘This is your time, go for 
it.’ I think he’s got a really 
good chance of winning 
the whole thing,” Kyrgios 
said. 

On the women’s side, 
Maria Sharapova moved 
closer to another Austra¬ 
lian Open title, defeat¬ 
ing 20-year-old Eugenie 
Bouchard 6-3, 6-2.The 

Russian made all the big 
points look easy and ad¬ 
vanced to play Ekaterina 
Makarova, who earlier 
beat third-seeded Simona 
Halep 6-4, 6-0. 

“I felt pretty good from the 
start, didn’t feel I had too 
many letdowns,” Sharapo¬ 
va said, adding that her 
close call in the second 
round — facing two match 
points against a qualifier — 
sharpened her focus for 
the rest of the tournament. 
The last time Sharapova 
and Bouchard met — in 
the semifinals at the French 
Open last year — Boucha¬ 
rd won the first set before 
Sharapova came back to 
take the next two. The Rus¬ 
sian then won the title at 
Roland Garros. 

This time, Bouchard, who 
made the finals of Wimble¬ 
don and two other Grand 
Slam semis last year.Q 
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Davis’ dunks aplenty lead 
Pelicans past 76ers, 99-74 


The Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — An¬ 
thony Davis had 32 points, 
10 rebounds and four 
blocked shots as the New 
Orleans Pelicans stretched 
their season-long winning 
streak to four games with a 
99-74 victory over the Phila¬ 
delphia 76ers on Monday. 
Ryan Anderson scored 19 
points and Eric Gordon 
added 13 for New Orleans, 
while Tyreke Evans tied 
a season high — set one 
night earlier — with 12 as¬ 
sists. 

K.J. McDaniels scored 16 
points for the 76ers, who 
lost their sixth straight. Hen¬ 
ry Sims and Luc Mbah a 
Moute had 14 points. 
Philadelphia played with¬ 
out Michael Carter-Wil¬ 
liams, who was sidelined 
by an upper respiratory 
infection.Davis was 12-of- 
19 shooting, including five 
layups and five crowd¬ 
pleasing dunks, and made 
all eight of his free throws 
as New Orleans (24-21) 
went three games above 
.500 for the first time since 
coach Monty Williams' first 
season in 2010-11. 

THUNDER 92, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 84 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Russell Westbrook scored 

18 points as Oklahoma City 
got the win while playing 
without the injured Kevin 
Durant. 

Durant sat out after sprain¬ 
ing the big toe on his left 
foot Sunday against Cleve¬ 
land. Westbrook shot just 7 
for 22 from fhe field, buf was 
4 for 6 and scored 11 points 
in the fourth quarter to help 
the Thunder remain in con¬ 
trol. Serge Ibaka added 13 
points and a season-high 

19 rebounds. 

Andrew Wiggins scored 23 
points, Thaddeus Young 


had 22 and Gorgui Dieng 
had a season-high 18 re¬ 
bounds for the league- 
worst Timberwolves, who 
shot a season-low 34.1 per¬ 
cent from the field. 
Anthony Morrow and Reg¬ 
gie Jackson each had 14 
points to help Oklahoma 
City’s reserves outscore 
Minnesota’s 45-21. 

CLIPPERS 102, NUGGETS 98 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ja¬ 
mal Crawford scored 21 of 
his 23 points in the fourth 
quarter as the Los Angeles 
Clippers held off the Den¬ 
ver Nuggets for their fifth 
straight victory. 

Crawford scored fheir final 
five points and had a key 
save that led to a basket in 
the closing seconds, when 
the Clippers completed 
their biggest comeback 
of the season after being 
down by 16 earlier in the 
game. 

Matt Barnes added 18 
points for Los Angeles, and 
Blake Griffin had 14 points, 
nine rebounds and 10 as¬ 
sists. Chris Paul scored 15 
points.Ty Lawson led the 
Nuggets with 19 points and 
11 assists.GRIZZLIES 103, 
MAGIC 94 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 
— Zach Randolph had 24 
points, 10 rebounds and 
six assists in Memphis' third 
straight win, and Marc Ga- 
sol added 16 points and 10 
boards. 

Beno Udrih added 15 points 
and Jeff Green finished 
with 12 for the Grizzlies. 
Orlando, which dropped its 
sixth in a row, got 18 points 
and 12 rebounds from Niko¬ 
la Vucevic. Victor Oladipo 
also had 18 points and Elf- 
rid Payton had 12 points 
and six assists, but shot 5 of 
14 from the field. Dewayne 
Dedmon had 10 points and 
10 rebounds. 


Memphis led by as many 
as 20 and held a double¬ 
digit advantage through 
much of the game. 

CELTICS 99, JAZZ 90 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Tay- 
shaun Prince scored 19 
points as Boston held on for 
the road win. 

Tyler Zeller had 14 points 
and seven rebounds for 
fhe Celtics, who grabbed 
control with a big second 
quarter. Jared Sullinger 
had 12 points and nine re¬ 
bounds, and Avery Bradley 
also scored 12. 

Prince, who was acquired 
from Memphis in a three- 
team trade on Jan. 12, was 
7 for 10 from the field and 
3 for 4 af fhe free-throw 
line.Q 


New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis (23) slam dunks in 
front of Philadelphia 76ers center Henry Sims (35) and forward 
Robert Covington in the second half of an NBA basketball game 
in New Orleans, Monday, Jan. 26,2015. The Pelicans won 99-74. 

Associated Press 




Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


LeVent 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 


finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 
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Tiger Woods tries to 
put focus back on golf 


Tiger Woods hits a tee shot on the ninth hole during a practice 
round for to the Phoenix Open golf tournament on Tuesday, Jan. 
27, 2015, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

Tiger Woods had a full set 
of teeth and was chomp¬ 
ing at the bit to get his sea¬ 
son started. 

In Phoenix, of all places, 
where he hasn’t been in 14 


years. 

That might be the best indi¬ 
cation yet that the biggest 
news on the PGA Tour ac¬ 
tually might occur on a golf 
course. 

Consider the last week. 
Even as Jimmy Walker was 
rolling to a nine-shot victory 
in the Sony Open, the big 
story out of Honolulu was 
what happened to Rob¬ 
ert Allenby that caused 
the bloody scrape on his 
forehead and the deep 
bruise in his swollen eye 
after a night out on the 
town. Allenby stood by his 
story Tuesday that he was 
beaten and robbed, even 
though he said he has no 
recollection of the 2/4 hours 
from leaving a wine bar un¬ 
til he wound up in park with 
homeless people. 

Two days later. Woods was 
photographed in Italy, 
where he went to support 
Lindsey Vonn as she cap¬ 
tured a record 63rd World 
Cup race in skiing. This 
was Vonn's big day, and 
Woods said he was simply 
trying to blend in by wear¬ 
ing a skeleton-patterned 
mask across the lower part 
of his face. He might have 
pulled it off except when 
the mask came down one 
of the most famous ath¬ 
letes in the world was pho¬ 
tographed with a missing 
tooth. 

“It’s a new world. We need 
to talk about something," 
Woods said of the atten¬ 
tion it created. “Have to fill 
up space.” 

About the time he was get¬ 
ting his teeth fixed, Dustin 
Johnson filled up space 
in a Sports Illustrated story 
about his leave of absence 
from the PGA Tour for what 
he called personal chal¬ 
lenges that required pro¬ 


fessional help. This was the 
same news group that re¬ 
ported in August that John¬ 
son had failed a third drug 
test — one for marijuana 
and two for cocaine — 
and he was suspended for 
six months. 

The PGA Tour denied the 
report that he was sus¬ 
pended. Johnson said he 
would not return until his 
first child was born. A son, 
Tatum, was born last week. 
Johnson will return next 
week in Torrey Pines, his first 
competition in six months. 
What a coincidence. 

So with all this going on, 
perhaps it was only fitting 
that an innocuous com¬ 
ment from Allenby on Tues¬ 
day generated the most 
laughs. 

“I’m hitting the ball well,” 
he said. 

Golf? We’re supposed to 
be interested in golf? 

Even Allenby had to stifle his 
laughter at the timing of the 
question and his answer. 
It was reminiscent of the 
year former Masters chair¬ 
man Hootie Johnson stood 
his ground against Martha 
Burk and her campaign 
for a female member. The 
second question in his press 
conference during a rainy 
week in Georgia was, “Is 
there any consideration to 
lift, clean and place for the 
tournament?" 

Once the laughter from the 
absurdity of the question 
subsided, Johnson replied, 
“Well, now we know why 
we are here.” 

And that's where Woods 
comes in. 

Not to let the boring de¬ 
tails of golf get in the way, 
but he says he is ahead of 
schedule in each phase of 
his game with new swing 
consultant Chris Como. 



Located at:' 


C C3 S I n © 

Sunday February 1 st 2015 

SUPER BOWL 


Arizona 


,-SS? lOViV* 

A . 


Liquid Lounge * Special on Food and Drinks * Door prizes 


fatebook 


0 WhaT&App 

6G0-3779 

'For rnoft information call us at: SH7-3 Jytf 

























AP source: Yanks thinking of not 
making $6M payment to A-Rod 


RONALD BLUM 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Yankees are consider¬ 
ing not making a $6 million 
payment to Alex Rodriguez 
if he hits six home runs and 
ties Willie Mays at 660 for 
fourth place on the career 
list. 

Rodriguez signed a $275 
million, 10-year contract 
with the team in Decem¬ 
ber 2007 and a separate 
marketing agreement that 
called for $6 million pay¬ 
ments for up to five mile¬ 
stone accomplishments 
designated by the Yan¬ 
kees. Each payment is due 
within 15 days of designa¬ 
tion and is in exchange for 
rights such as using Rodri¬ 
guez's name and image in 
selling licensed goods. 


At the time of the market¬ 
ing agreement, those ac¬ 
complishments were con¬ 
templated to be tying the 
home run totals of Mays, 
Babe Ruth (714), Hank Aar¬ 
on (755) and Barry Bonds, 
(762), and breaking Bonds’ 
major league record. 
Rodriguez returns to the 
team next month after a 
season-long drug suspen¬ 
sion and has three seasons 
and $61 million in guaran¬ 
teed money remaining in 
his contract. 

New York’s thought pro¬ 
cess on the $6 million pay¬ 
ment, first reported by the 
Daily News, was described 
to The Associated Press on 
Monday by a person famil¬ 
iar with the deal who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because no public state¬ 


ments were authorized. The 
Yankees are thinking of let¬ 
ting any accomplishment 
pass without declaring it a 
milestone. 

A failure to declare a mile¬ 
stone and make a pay¬ 
ment likely would trigger a 
grievance on Rodriguez's 
behalf by the Major League 
Baseball Players Associa¬ 
tion. Barring a settlement, 
the case would be heard 
by an arbitrator. 
Rodriguez’s spokesman, 
Ron Berkowitz, declined 
comment. 

A-Rod met last week with 
Rob Manfred, who headed 
the investigation of the Bio¬ 
genesis of the America clin¬ 
ic that led to the player's 
suspension for violation of 
baseball’s drug agreement 
and labor contract. □ 


Mental evaluation ordered for boxer Jermain Taylor 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 

— IBF middleweight cham¬ 
pion Jermain Taylor must 
undergo a mental evalu¬ 
ation, an Arkansas judge 
said on Tuesday. 

Pulaski County Circuit 
Judge Leon Johnson 
granted a request from 
Taylor’s attorneys that he 
be moved to a state hos¬ 
pital for a full evaluation, 
the Arkansas Democrat- 
Gazette reported. 

He has pleaded not guilty 
to first-degree battery 
and first-degree terroris¬ 
tic threatening charges 
stemming from an August 
shooting of his cousin at 
his home in Maumelle. 
And Taylor last week was 
charged with aggravated 
assault and endangering 
the welfare of a minor after 
police said he opened fire 
and threatened to shoot a 
family during a Martin Lu¬ 
ther King Jr. Day parade in 
Little Rock. 

Prosecutors sought to have 
Taylor’s bond revoked 
in the first case after last 
week’s arrest, so he was ar¬ 
rested again pending Tues¬ 
day’s hearing. Instead, the 
judge agreed to a request 
from Taylor’s attorney, Hu¬ 
bert Alexander, to have 
him immediately enter a 
hospital for an evaluation. 
Afterward, Alexander said 


it would likely include a full 
mental and health evalua¬ 
tion. “Everybody is saying 
this isn't the Jermain Tay¬ 
lor they know,” Alexander 
said. “We're trying to figure 
out who in the heck it is.” 


Johnson also granted a 
request from prosecutors 



This photo provided by the 
Pulaski County Sheriffs Office 
shows Jermain Taylor. 

Associated Press 


to have Taylor undergo 
a mental evaluation at a 
state hospital, which will 
include a neuropsycho¬ 
logical evaluation. Chief 
Deputy Prosecuting Attor¬ 
ney John Johnson told the 
judge the state believes 
Taylor is a “danger to him¬ 
self and other people.” 
Taylor is due back in court 
on Feb. 10, and results from 
the mental evaluation will 
be presented to the court 
on April 27. 

Taylor won the IBF title in 
October, and has served 
as an unofficial ambassa¬ 
dor for Arkansas since 2000, 
when he won a bronze 
medal at the Sydney Olym¬ 
pics. He is scheduled to de¬ 
fend his title against Sergio 
Mora on Feb. 6 at the Beau 
Rivage Resort & Casino in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. □ 
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In this July 9, 2007, file photo, American League’s Alex Rodri¬ 
guez, right, of the New York Yankees, compares grips with Na¬ 
tional League’s Barry Bonds, of the San Francisco Giants, during 
the All-Star Home Run Baseball Derby in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 
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THE MOST SPECTACULAR THEATRICAL EVENT 

RETURNS TO THE BIG SCREEN OF CARIBBEAN CINEMAS 



LEHAR 


The Met 
ropolitan if 
Opera EH % 

J- LIVE 


The Merry Widow 

JAN 28 6:00PM ENCORE 


Exclusively at CARIBBEAN CINEMAS, you can experience 
this grand presentation transmitted LIVE in more than 2,000 
Movie Theaters in 69 Countries around the world, directly 
from The Metropolitan Opera House in New York. 


OFFENBACH 


MASCAGNI/LEONCAVALLO 


Les Contes d’Hoffmann 

JAN 31 1:55PM///T 
FEB 11 6:00PM ENCORE 


TCHAIKOVSKY/BARTOK 

Iolanta / Bluebeard’s 
Castle 

FEB 14 1:30PM Utfr 
FEB 25 6:00PM ENCORE 


La Donna del Laaro 

MAR 14 12:55PM 
MAR 25 6:00PM ENCORE 


Cavalleria Rusticana/ 
Pagliacci 

APR 25 12:30PM 

MAY 6 6:00PM ENCORE 

The Met 
ropolitan 
Opera 


LIVE 


i 

AT CARIBBEAN CINEMAS MEGAPLEX 8, PALM BEACH PLAZA 


TICKETING INFORMATION 


586-0074 
AWG 50,00 Adults 
AWG 45,00 Seniors 


Monday to Friday - After 3:30 PM 
Saturday and Sunday - After 1:00 PM 


Per person, per function. 
Tax included. 




ENCORE PRESENTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


The Met: Live in HD series is made possible by a generous grant from its founding sponsor 
The Neubauer Family Foundation • Global corporate sponsorship of The Met Live in HD is provided 
by Bloomberg • The HD Broadcasts are supported by ^ll brothers 




Palm Beach Plaza | Aruba | 586-0074 
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Whirling Rooms 

By: Dr Carlos Viana 


With my eyes 
closed my airplane instruc¬ 
tor twists and turns the 
plane so that it is not flying 
level. This is a classic “un¬ 
usual attitude" training ev¬ 
ery pilot needs to repeat to 
stay a safe pilot. I groan as I 
fight to keep from vomiting 
my breakfast. “OK, open 
your eyes and straighten 
the aircraft”, orders my in¬ 
structor. I open my eyes 
to find my instructor has 
covered my airplane in¬ 
struments. Not good my in¬ 
stincts scream. Facing out 
to sea I cannot tell the dif¬ 
ference between sky and 
ocean and my brain is tell¬ 
ing me we are turning left. 

The seconds tick off 
as I try to adjust the aircraft 
to what I feel is going on. 
“Now”, I say implying that 
I think I have control of 
the airplane to my instruc¬ 
tor as he uncovers my air¬ 
plane instruments. As I look 
at my instruments. I am 
headed into the ground 
turning slowly in a classic 
flying problem, called the 
“graveyard spiral”. 

I have done this 
maneuver before and I 
know that in a spinning 
cockpit I have to trust my 
instruments even though 
my sense of balance, com¬ 
ing from my middle ear is 
telling me different. I line up 
the plane according to my 
instruments and start feel¬ 
ing a sensation of whirling 
or tilting that causes a loss 
of balance, a dizziness that 
puts my stomach wanting 
to give up breakfast. “Ver¬ 
tigo”, I complain as my in¬ 


structor intently watches to 
make sure I have regained 
composure of both the 
plane and myself. 

Vertigo from Lat¬ 
in that means “whirling 
about” describes a medi¬ 
cal condition in which 
somebody feels the sen¬ 
sation of dizziness with the 
room spinning. Dizziness is 
an indistinct term which 
describes a variety of con¬ 
ditions ranging from light¬ 
headedness, unsteadiness 
to vertigo and spans a 
large range of symptoms. 
These symptoms range 
from the most dramatic, 
vertigo, to the least severe, 
imbalance. Included in 
these feelings is fainting, 
which results in a loss of 
consciousness. 

As a private pilot 
I know it is the sensory sys¬ 
tem located in the inner 
ear that helps the body 
to maintain balance. Bal¬ 
ance in the human body is 
coordinated by the brain¬ 
stem, which collects infor¬ 
mation from other parts of 
the brain and sensory or¬ 
gans throughout the body. 
The sensory organs that 
play critical roles relaying 
information to the brain¬ 
stem include the skin, eyes, 
muscles and joints, and the 
vestibular system in the in¬ 
ner ear. Dizziness may re¬ 
sult with dysfunction in any 
of these components or in 
the nerves that connect 
them. 

French physician 
Prosper Meniere described 
Meniere’s disease as hav¬ 
ing four particular symp- 



// 1 


toms: vertigo lasting for an 
hour or more, but less than 
24 hours; ringing or buzzing 
sounds in the ear; feeling 
of pressure or fullness in the 
ear; and some hearing loss. 
Some people are affected 
in both ears; others just one 
ear. Onset of Meniere's 
is sometimes related to 
stress. Regular medicine 
usually looks for problems 
with the inner ear for dizzy 
symptoms. However, most 
people that we see have 
been dizzy for more than a 
couple of days. 

As a Traditional 
Chinese Medical (TCM) 
physician I know the liver is 
involved in many problems 
with dizziness. The liver de¬ 
toxifies our blood and an 
overworked liver produces 
a condition that we call 
“liver fire”; whose symp¬ 
toms are dizziness, pain on 
the sides of the head at 
the temples, a sensation 
that you are choking, heart 
palpitations, and stomach 
upset. People with liver fire 
usually have a green hue 
around their mouths, wake 
up around 3:00am and get 
angry easily. 

Lifestyle choices, in¬ 
cluding eating processed 
foods, taking pharmaceu¬ 
tical or other drugs, work¬ 
ing or living with chemicals, 
bombardment of EMF's 
(electrometric fields) and 


not getting enough exer¬ 
cise all contribute to our 
toxic overload, making it 
impossible for our livers to 
work efficiently. 

Interestingly, his¬ 
torically this condition was 
known here in Aruba and 
was called ‘madder". 
TCM views a healthy Liv¬ 
er as “The General” who 
sends energy in the form 
of fluid to various parts of 
the body. If the Gener¬ 
al’s “palace,” the liver, is 
on fire, the chain of com¬ 
mand is broken. Menstrual 
flow becomes heavy or 
“reckless” and menstrual 
problems; bladder and 
painful lower stomachs 
develop. Although, sexual 
desire drops, satisfying sex¬ 
ual activity is a great way 
to help “calm” the Liver. In 
our clinic we have found 
acupuncture treatments 
to be fantastic in improv¬ 
ing a “hot" Liver, therefore 
helping dizzy symptoms. 
Milk Thistle, Astragalus root. 
Black Cohosh root, Don 
Guai Root, Red Clover and 
Rhodiola root as well as 
Evening Primrose Oil are 
beneficial herbs and oils 
for the liver. You improve 
liver function by slowing 
down alcohol consump¬ 
tion, exercising and eating 
natural food that is good 
for your metabolic type 
and prepare food that has 
not been fried, helps dra¬ 
matically. 

Get The Point! 
Modern life can affect our 
body’s equilibrium, partic¬ 
ularly because of the toxins 
we are exposed to every 
day in our air, water and 
food. Additionally, sed¬ 
entary lifestyle, chemicals, 
medicines, electromet¬ 
ric fields from computers. 


electrical transformers and 
cell phone towers all affect 
our balance. The right diet, 
acupuncture and herbs 
can help our body regain 
control of the spinning 
room. After you and you 
have explored possible in¬ 
fections of your inner ear, 
ruled out anemia, brain 
tumors, stroke, migraines, 
epilepsy, or multiple scle¬ 
rosis, all which may result in 
feelings of dizziness; come 
in to have a TCM liver eval¬ 
uation. Let us help you cool 
the fire in your body’s pal¬ 
ace and stop the whirling 
room. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having stud¬ 
ied in Shanghai, China; a 
Board Cert. Clinical Nu¬ 
tritionist (C.C.N.), a fellow 
member of the Board Cer¬ 
tified Association of Addic¬ 
tion Professionals (C.Ad.), 
the Chairperson of the Lat¬ 
in American Committee of 
the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxi¬ 
cology (IAOMT), a Rejuve¬ 
nating Cell Therapist and 
specializes in Anti-Aging 
Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER NV, Kibai- 
ma 7, Aruba, TEL: 585-1270, 
Web Site: 

www.vianaheal.com 

Dr. Viana's Award Winning 
BOOK: Prescriptions from 
Paradise, Introduction to 

Biocompatible Medicine 

- Available at local Book¬ 
stores, Hotel Gift shops 
and Boticas. Signed cop¬ 
ies at Viana Healing Cen¬ 
ter, EBooks: Amazon kindle. 
Nook, Itunes check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenter.Q 


Sift Certificates 
Healthy Products 



Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 
Wfrllt-ins Welccune. 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com „ „ „ 

Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 
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HEALING CENTER 

* Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 
jj *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
^Specialized Hormone Testing 


Take Home PARADISE 


Prescriptions 

from 

PARADISE 



Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 

Paperback & EBook on 3 111 3-tOft 
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What! Facebook’s down? No storm selfies during brief outage 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AR Technology Writers 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

No storm selfies, hookups, 
status updates. With Face- 
book and Instagram down 
for nearly an hour over¬ 
night, what were legions of 
users to do? 

Turn to Twitter, of course. 
To talk about Facebook. 
The hashtag "#facebook- 
down” generated a cas¬ 
cade of tweets, includ¬ 
ing an image of a T-shirt 
with the words "I survived 
#facebookdown." Com¬ 
panies such as Coca-Cola 
took it as a viral marketing 
opportunity. 

Of course companies that 
depend on Facebook and 
Instagram to reach their 


customers, like the dating 
app Tinder, had to wait. 
More than 7,500 websites 
had services affected by 
the Facebook outage, ac¬ 
cording to Web tracking 
firm DynaTrace. 

For most, though, it was 
just a blip. While Facebook 
certainly has become an 
important communications 
tool for some 1.35 billion 
people worldwide, a tem¬ 
porary shutdown does not 
have the same crippling ef¬ 
fect as the loss of electric¬ 
ity, water, the Internet or a 
city’s public transit system. 
It’s also a lesson, perhaps, 
in what happens when we 
rely heavily on a free ser¬ 
vice that, while very stable, 
cannot promise 100 per¬ 
cent uptime. 



This April 9, 2012, file photo shows Instagram being demonstrated on an iPhone in New York. 

Associated Press 


Microsoft tanks 10 percent, 
hit by 4 downgrades on earnings 



This July 3, 2014, file photo, shows the Microsoft Corp. logo 
outside the Microsoft Visitor Center in Redmond, Wash. 

Associated Press 


BRANDON BAILEY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Mi¬ 
crosoft shares plunged 10 
percent Tuesday after the 
software giant reported 
quarterly revenue that beat 
expectations but warned 
that a weak PC market 
and a strong dollar will curb 
growth this year. Many an¬ 
alysts slashed price targets 
on the stock and some cut 
their Buy ratings to Hold. 
What are Wall Street’s main 
concerns? 

WHAT’S AHEAD 
Microsoft showed promis¬ 
ing signs of growth in new 
businesses, such as cloud 
computing, but Chief Fi¬ 
nancial Officer Amy Hood 
forecast revenue for the 
current period that missed 
analysts’ expectations. 
Revenue for the quarter 
ending in March will be 
$21 billion if the company 
hits the midpoint of its own 
forecast. Analysts had fore¬ 
cast $23.8 billion, on aver¬ 
age. 

“The cloud transition re¬ 
mains on track, but lower 
numbers means a lower 
price target,” analyst Ross 
MacMillan of RBC Capital 
Markets wrote to clients. 

XP UPGRADES ARE OVER 
Last year Microsoft stopped 
supporting its Windows XP 
software. That drove many 
consumers and businesses 


to upgrade their comput¬ 
ers, giving a big boost to 
sales of newer Windows 
software. It seems that 
‘end-of-XP’ jolt is over. Mi¬ 
crosoft said Windows licens¬ 
ing revenue fell 13 percent 
in the December quarter, 
now that most businesses 
have finished replacing 
their old XP computers. 
CHINA AND JAPAN MAR¬ 
KETS ARE WEAK 
PC sales have been slump¬ 
ing worldwide, but Micro¬ 
soft said Windows and 
Office revenue in China 
and Japan markets was 
particularly weak due to 
broader economic issues in 
those countries. That weak¬ 
ness is likely to continue this 
year, Evercore analyst Kirk 
Materne wrote in a report 
Tuesday. 

STRONG DOLLAR 
Microsoft said the strong 
dollar will trim revenue by 


4 percent in the current 
quarter. 

TRANSITION FAR FROM 
OVER 

In less than a year, CEO Sa- 
tya Nadella has made big 
strides in expanding Micro¬ 
soft’s focus from PCs to the 
growing variety of gadgets, 
including smartphones 
and tablets, that people 
use to go online. The quar¬ 
ter showed major gains in 
sales of cloud-computing 
software, Surface tablets 
and Lumia smartphones. 
But Tuesday's stock slump 
shows investors’ honey¬ 
moon with Nadella may be 
over. 

"He is a very skilled ex¬ 
ecutive,” Cowen analyst 
Gregg Moskowitz said of 
Nadella, in a note Tuesday. 
“Still, the big question re¬ 
mains whether Mr. Nadella 
can effect enough positive 
change over time.'O 


“Kind of like the snow¬ 
storm that was supposed 
to cripple New York City, 
this didn’t have much of 
an impact on Facebook,” 
said Debra Aho Williamson, 
an analyst with research 
firm eMarketer. “It was over 
quickly, it was easily fixed 
and life came back to nor¬ 
mal fairly quickly.” 

It’s possible that companies 
that rely on Facebook's 
login tool to let people ac¬ 
cess their sites and apps 
lost a "little bit of traffic” or 
a tiny bit of ad revenue, she 
said, but it’s unlikely to have 
had a big effect given the 
brief nature of the outage. 
“Life will go on, I think we’ll 
all survive,” Williamson said. 
At midday in Asia, users of 
PCs and Facebook’s mo¬ 
bile app reported they lost 
access. Facebook and Ins¬ 
tagram also were down si¬ 
multaneously in the United 
States, Australia and the 
U.K. After Facebook was re¬ 
stored, some users reported 
that the site was loading 
slowly or not functioning 
fully. On its website for de¬ 
velopers, Facebook said 
the "major outage” lasted 
one hour. 

Facebook says an inter¬ 
nal technical change af¬ 
fected its configuration 
systems and denied that it 
was hacked. Lizard Squad, 
a group notorious for atten¬ 
tion-seeking antics online, 
had claimed responsibility 
on Twitter for the outages. 
Guillermo Lafuente, a secu¬ 
rity consultant at MWR In- 


foSecurity, said a technical 
fault is more plausible than 
a hack. A denial-of-service 
attack would have made 
the sites unreachable rath¬ 
er than accessible with an 
error message displayed, 
he said. Facebook's use of 
multiple data centers also 
meant an attack on one 
would have affected one 
region; this outage was 
global. 

Also, restoring service would 
be a matter of reversing the 
technical changes, which 
matched with the brevity of 
the outage, LaFuente said. 
The temporary loss of ser¬ 
vice may be Facebook’s 
biggest outage since Sept. 
24, 2010, when it was down 
for about 2.5 hours. Out¬ 
ages were more common 
in the site's early years, 
when its backup systems 
and data centers were not 
as robust as they are now. 
These days, the Menlo Park, 
California-based company 
routinely tests its infrastruc¬ 
ture and sometimes even 
takes down part of it inten¬ 
tionally to check its resil¬ 
ience. 

The outage came a day 
ahead of Facebook report¬ 
ing its quarterly earnings. 
Lizard Squad on Monday 
claimed it had defaced 
the Malaysia Airlines web¬ 
site and would release data 
from the airline. Its previous 
hacking claims have been 
mostly aimed at gaming or 
media companies such as 
Sony’s PlayStation network 
and Microsoft’s Xbox. □ 
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3M net income rises 7% as sales jump broadly 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 3M’s 
profit rose 7 percent in the 
fourth quarter and sales 
increased at all its busines- 
sunits, though revenue fell 
short of Wall Street expec¬ 
tations. 

The company also reaf¬ 
firmed its earnings outlook 
for the year, but shares 
edged lower in early Tues¬ 
day in a sharp sell-off on 
U.S. markets. 

3M Co. makes consum¬ 
er, medical and busi- 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. stocks slumped Tues¬ 
day after some of the mar¬ 
ket's largest companies 
reported disappointing 
earnings, taking investors 
on a turbulent ride that 
deepened the losses for 
the year. 

The companies that rattled 
the market included Micro¬ 
soft, Caterpillar and Proct¬ 
er & Gamble. Some also 
forecast weaker results in 
months ahead. 

An unexpected drop in 
U.S. orders of long-lasting 
goods also weighed on 
investors, briefly dragging 
the Dow Jones industrial 
average down 390 points 
early in the day before it 
pared back some of the 
losses. It was the biggest 
one-day decline for the 
blue-chip index since Jan. 
5. 

The downbeat company 
report cards raise concerns 
about corporate Ameri¬ 
ca’s ability to grow profits 
at a time when many in¬ 
vestors are expecting the 
resurgent U.S. economy 
to drive earnings should 
economic growth weaken 
overseas. 

“That theme, ‘Boy, this is the 
year earnings are going to 
come back,' suffered a 
little bit of a setback,” said 
Sean Lynch, co-head of 
global equity strategy at 
Wells Fargo Investment In¬ 
stitute. “Investors are start¬ 
ing to worry that the stron¬ 
ger dollar and some the 
impacts of energy aren’t 
always positive.” 

The Dow dropped 291.49 
points, or 1.7 percent, to 
close at 17,387.21. It is now 
3.7 percent below its re¬ 
cord high of 18,053.71 on 


ness products, including 
Post-it notes, Scotch tape, 
industrial coatings and ce¬ 
ramics. 

Sales at its safety and 
graphics unit rose 3.4 per¬ 
cent to $1.4 billion. They 
rose 3.3 percent to $1.4 
billion at its electronics 
and energy business, 2.2 
percent to $1.1 billion at 
its consumer business, 1.4 
percent to $2.6 billion at its 
industrial business and 2.4 
percent to $1.4 billion at its 


Dec. 26. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index lost 27.53 points, or 
1.3 percent, to 2,029.56. It's 
down 2.9 percent from its 
high of 2,090.57 on Dec. 29. 
The Nasdaq composite 
dropped 90.27 points, or 
1.9 percent, to 4,681.50. 
The major stock indexes got 
off to a rough start early on, 
each opening sharply low¬ 
er as investors digested the 
company earnings news. A 


health care unit. 

The St. Paul, Minnesota, 
company posted earnings 
of $1.18 billion, or $1.81 per 
share, in the three months 
ending Dec. 31, compared 
with $1.1 billion, or $1.62 
per share, in the same pe¬ 
riod the year before. 

Net income was 3 cents 
better than Wall Street was 
expecting, according to a 
poll by Zacks Investment 
Research. 

Revenue rose 2 percent 


among stocks in the S&P, 
sliding $4.35, or 9.3 per¬ 
cent, to $42.66. Caterpillar 
wasn’t far behind, shed¬ 
ding $6.18, or 7.2 percent, 
to $79.85. 

Utility stocks, where inves¬ 
tors go when they're look¬ 
ing for safety, were the 
only industry group to rise. 
Stocks have wavered since 
the start of the year on 
signs that growth outside 
of the U.S. is slowing. 


to $7.72 billion, below the 
$7.78 billion analysts ex¬ 
pected. 

3M expects full-year earn¬ 
ings between $8 and $8.30 
per share. Analysts expect¬ 
ed earnings of $8.21 per 
share, according to Fact- 
Set. 

Shares of 3M slipped 76 
cents to $163.48 in trad¬ 
ing just after the market 
opened Tuesday morning. 
Its shares are up about 27 
percent from a year ago.Q 


companies delivering their 
latest financial results Tues¬ 
day. 

Caterpillar, Packaging 
Corp. of America, J&J 
Snack Foods and mining 
company Freeport-McMo- 
Ran each reported earn¬ 
ings that fell short of Wall 
Street forecasts. 

Even companies that 
boasted strong quarterly 
results, such as American 
Airlines Group, which re- 



P&G fiscal 2Q 
earns drop 31% 
on exchange 

TOM MURPHY 
CANDICE CHOI 
AP Business Writers 

Procter & Gamble’s sec¬ 
ond-quarter earnings sank 
31 percent as the strong 
U.S. dollar cut into the per¬ 
formance of the world’s 
largest consumer products 
maker. 

The Cincinnati company, 
which sells products rang¬ 
ing from Tide detergent to 
Crest toothpaste, said Tues¬ 
day that exchange rates 
will remain a challenge 
well into fiscal 2015, espe¬ 
cially in the second half of 
its year. Overall, it expects 
foreign exchange to chop 
its core, fiscal 2015 earnings 
by 12 percent and reduce 
its revenue by 5 percent. 
The company’s stock slid 
3 percent after markets 
opened Tuesday. 

P&G Chairman and CEO 
A.G. Lafley said in a state¬ 
ment from the company 
that during the quarter, 
nearly every currency in the 
world lost value compared 
with the U.S. dollar, with the 
Russian ruble "leading the 
way.” 

A stronger dollar can hurt 
companies that do a large 
share of their business over¬ 
seas because sales in other 
countries translate back 
into fewer dollars. Health 
care products maker John¬ 
son & Johnson and drug- 
maker Pfizer Inc. also re¬ 
cently reported a hit from 
foreign exchange rates. 
P&G Chief Financial Of¬ 
ficer Jon Moeller said that 
the company will offset the 
foreign exchange impact 
by reducing costs, shifting 
sourcing and raising prices. 
The projected impact on 
fiscal 2015 earnings is now 
double what the compa¬ 
ny anticipated in the last 
quarter and five times what 
it expected heading into 
fiscal 2015, spokesman Paul 
Fox said. 

In the quarter that end¬ 
ed Dec. 31, P&G earned 
$2.37 billion, or 82 cents per 
share. That compares with 
earnings of $3.43 billion, or 
$1.18 per share, the previ¬ 
ous year. 

Earnings, adjusted to ac¬ 
count for discontinued op¬ 
erations and non-recurring 
costs, were $1.22 per share. 
Revenue fell more than 4 
percent to $20.16 billion.Q 



Traders Gerard Farco, left, and Gregory Rowe work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. U.S. stocks tumbled in trading Tuesday, weighed down by disappointing 
forecasts from big-name companies and an unexpected drop in orders of long-lasting goods. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


report showing that sales of 
new U.S. homes accelerat¬ 
ed 11.6 percent last month 
failed to veer the market 
from its slide. 

By midmorning, the Dow 
had flirted with a drop of 
nearly 400 points. The mar¬ 
ket began to pare its losses 
around midday. 

Nine of the 10 sectors in 
the S&P 500 fell, with tech¬ 
nology stocks dropping the 
most. Microsoft, which re¬ 
ported quarterly results late 
Monday, led the decline 


December's 3.4 percent 
drop in durable goods or¬ 
ders came about as de¬ 
mand for commercial air¬ 
craft declined. It suggests 
that U.S. companies may 
be growing wary of eco¬ 
nomic weakness in Europe 
and Asia, as well as the 
strengthening dollar, which 
can hurt American exports. 
Traders remain focused on 
corporate earnings, which 
are a key driver of stocks. 
But there were few bright 
spots among several of the 


corded record quarterly 
profit, also delivered cau¬ 
tionary notes. The airline 
said a key revenue figure 
would decline in the next 
quarter. Weakening cur¬ 
rencies versus the dollar 
was a recurrent theme, 
with Procter & Gamble 
and Microsoft each citing 
the stronger dollar as rea¬ 
son for weaker results in 
months ahead. Caterpillar, 
Packaging Corp. and Pfiz¬ 
er also issued weak earn¬ 
ings or revenue outlooksO 


Stocks tumble on company outlooks, durables 
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Much Too Responsible 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2015 New York Times 

The United States and Europe 
have a lot in common. Both are 
multicultural and democratic; 
both are immensely wealthy; 
both possess currencies with 
global reach. Both, unfortu¬ 
nately, experienced giant 
housing and credit bubbles be¬ 
tween 2000 and 2007, and suf¬ 
fered painful slumps when the 
bubbles burst. 

Since then, however, policy on 
the two sides of the Atlantic has 
diverged. In one great econ¬ 
omy, officials have shown a 
stern commitment to fiscal and 
monetary virtue, making strenu¬ 
ous efforts to balance budgets 
while remaining vigilant against 
inflation. In the other, not so 
much. 

And the difference in atti¬ 
tudes is the main reason the 
two economies are now on 
such different paths. Spend¬ 
thrift, loose-money America is 
experiencing a solid recovery 

- a reality reflected in President 
Barack Obama’s feisty State 
of the Union address. Mean¬ 
while, virtuous Europe is sinking 
ever deeper into deflationary 
quicksand; everyone hopes 
that the new monetary mea¬ 
sures announced Thursday will 
break the downward spiral, but 
nobody I know really expects 
them to be enough. 

On the U.S. economy: No, it’s 
not morning in America, let 
alone the kind of prosperity 
we managed during the Clin¬ 
ton years. Recovery could and 
should have come much fast¬ 
er, and family incomes remain 
well below their precrisis level. 
Although you’d never know 
it from the public discussion, 
there’s overwhelming agree¬ 
ment among economists that 
the Obama stimulus of 2009-10 
helped limit the damage from 
the financial crisis, but it was 
too small and faded away far 
too fast. Still, when you com¬ 
pare the performance of the 
U.S. economy over the past 
two years with all those Repub¬ 
lican predictions of doom, you 
can see why Obama is strutting 
a bit. 

Europe, on the other hand - or 
more precisely the eurozone, 
the 18 countries sharing a com¬ 
mon currency - did almost ev¬ 
erything wrong. On the fiscal 
side, Europe never did much 
stimulus, and quickly turned to 
austerity - spending cuts and, 
to a lesser extent, tax increases 

- despite high unemployment. 
On the monetary side, officials 
fought the imaginary menace 
of inflation, and took years to 
acknowledge that the real 


threat is deflation. 

Why did they get it so wrong? 
To some extent, the turn toward 
austerity reflected institutional 
weakness: In the United States, 
federal programs like Social 
Security, Medicare and food 
stamps helped support states 
like Florida with especially se¬ 
vere housing busts, whereas 
European nations in similar 
straits, like Spain, were on their 
own. But European austerity 
also reflected willful misdiagno¬ 
sis of the situation. In Europe as 
in America, the excesses that 
led to crisis overwhelmingly 
involved private rather than 
public debt, with Greece very 
much an outlier. But officials in 
Berlin and Brussels chose to ig¬ 
nore the evidence in favor of 
a narrative that placed all the 
blame on budget deficits, and 
simultaneously rejected the 
evidence suggesting - correctly 
- that trying to slash deficits in 
a depressed economy would 
deepen the depression. 
Meanwhile, Europe’s cen¬ 
tral bankers decided to worry 
about inflation in 2011 and raise 
interest rates. Even at the time 
it was obvious that this was fool¬ 
ish - yes, there had been an 
uptick in headline inflation, but 
measures of underlying inflation 
were too low, not too high. 
Monetary policy got much bet¬ 
ter after Mario Draghi became 
president of the European 
Central Bank in late 2011. In¬ 
deed, Draghi’s heroic efforts 
to provide liquidity to nations 
facing speculative attack al¬ 
most surely saved the euro from 
collapse. But it’s not at all clear 
that he has the tools to fight 
off the broader deflationary 
forces set in motion by years of 
wrongheaded policy. Further¬ 
more, he has to function with 
one hand tied behind his back, 
because Germany remains ad¬ 
amantly opposed to anything 
that might make life easier for 
debtor nations. 

The terrible thing is that Eu¬ 
rope’s economy was wrecked 
in the name of responsibility. 
True, there have been times 
when being tough meant re¬ 
ducing deficits and resisting the 
temptation to print money. In a 
depressed economy, however, 
a balanced-budget fetish and 
a hard-money obsession are 
deeply irresponsible. Not only 
do they hurt the economy in 
the short run, they can - and in 
Europe, have - inflict long-run 
harm, damaging the econo¬ 
my’s potential and driving it 
into a deflationary trap that’s 
very hard to escape. 

Nor was this an innocent mis¬ 
take. The thing that strikes me 
about Europe’s archons of aus¬ 
terity, its doyens of deflation, is 
their self-indulgence. They felt 
comfortable, emotionally and 
politically, demanding sacrifice 
(from other people) at a time 
when the world needed more 
spending. They were all too ea¬ 
ger to ignore the evidence that 
they were wrong. 

And Europe will be paying the 
price for their self-indulgence 
for years, perhaps decades, to 
come.Q 



And The Devotion Leap 


Dataclysm 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2015 New York Times 

The online dating site OkCupid 
asks its clients to rate each oth¬ 
er’s attractiveness on a scale 
of 1 to 5. When men rated the 
women, the median score was 
about 3 and the ratings fol¬ 
lowed a bell curve - a few re¬ 
ally attractive women and an 
equal number of women rated 
as unattractive. 

But when women rated men, 
the results were quite differ¬ 
ent. The median score was be¬ 
tween 1 and 2. Only 1 in 6 of 
the guys was rated as having 
above average looks. Either 
the guys who go to places like 
OkCupid, Tinder and other sites 
are disproportionately homely, 
or women have unforgiving 
eyes. 

Looks, unsurprisingly, dominate 
online dating. But I learned 
some details from “Data¬ 
clysm,” the book by Christian 
Rudder, who is the co-founder 
and president of OkCupid. 
There’s a gigantic superstar 
effect. Women who are rated 
in the top 5 percent of attrac¬ 
tiveness get a vast majority of 
the approaches. The bottom 
95 percent get much less. For 
men, looks barely matter at all 
unless you are in the top 3 per¬ 
cent or so. The hunks get bar- 
raged with approaches. 

It’s better to have a polarizing 
profile than a bland one. Peo¬ 
ple who generate high levels 
of disapproval - because they 
look like goths or bikers or just 
weird - often also generate 


higher levels of enthusiasm. 
Racial bias is prevalent. When 
Asian men are looking at Asian 
women they rate them as 18 
percent more attractive than 
average. But when they are 
looking at black women, they 
rate them as 27 percent less at¬ 
tractive. White and Latino men 
downgrade black women by 
nearly the same percentage. 
White, Latino and Asian wom¬ 
en have similar preferences. 
When people start texting or 
tweeting to each other, they 
don’t turn into a bunch of 
Einsteins. Rudder looked into 
the most common words and 
phrases used on Twitter. For 
men they include: good bro, 
ps4, my beard, in nba, hoopin 
and off-season. For women 
they include: my nails done, 
mani pedi, retail therapy, and 
my belly button. 

People who date online are 
not shallower or vainer than 
those who don’t. Research 
suggests they are broadly rep¬ 
resentative. It’s just that they’re 
in a specific mental state. 
They’re shopping for human 
beings, commodifying people. 
They have access to very little 
information that can help them 
judge if they will fall in love with 
this person. They pay ridiculous 
amounts of attention to things 
like looks, which have little 
bearing on whether a relation¬ 
ship will work. OkCupid took 
down the pictures one day. 
The people who interacted on 
this day exchanged contact 
info at twice the rate as on a 
regular day. 

The dating sites have taken the 
information available online 
and tried to use it to match up 
specific individuals. They’ve 
failed. An exhaustive review 
of the literature by Eli J. Finkel 
of Northwestern and others 
concluded, “No compelling 
evidence supports matching 
sites’ claims that mathemati¬ 
cal algorithms work.” That’s 
because what creates a rela¬ 
tionship can’t be expressed in 
data or photographs. Being in 
love can’t be done by a per¬ 
son in a self-oriented mindset. 


asking: Does this choice serve 
me? Online dating is fascinat¬ 
ing because it is more or less 
the opposite of its object: love. 
When online daters actu¬ 
ally meet, an entirely different 
mindset has to kick in. If they’re 
going to be open to a real re¬ 
lationship, they have to stop 
asking where this person rates 
in comparison to others and 
start asking, can we lower the 
boundaries between self and 
self. They have to stop think¬ 
ing in individual terms and start 
feeling in rapport terms. 
Basically, they have to take the 
enchantment leap. This is when 
something dry and utilitarian 
erupts into something passion¬ 
ate, inescapable and devo¬ 
tional. Sometimes a student 
becomes enraptured by the 
beauty of math, and becomes 
a mathematician. Soldiers do¬ 
ing the drudgery of boot camp 
are gradually bonded into a 
passionate unit, for which they 
will risk their lives. Anybody who 
has started a mere job and 
found in it a vocation has tak¬ 
en the enchantment leap. 

In love, of course, the shift starts 
with vulnerability, not calcu¬ 
lation. The people involved 
move from selfishness to ser¬ 
vice, from prudent thinking to 
poetic thinking, from a state 
of selection to a state of need, 
from relying on conscious think¬ 
ing to relying on their own bril¬ 
liant emotions. 

When you look at all the peo¬ 
ple looking for love and vo¬ 
cation today, you realize we 
live in a culture and an online 
world that encourages a very 
different mind-set; in a techni¬ 
cal culture in which humanism, 
religion and the humanities, 
which are the great instructors 
of enchantment, are not auto¬ 
matically central to life. 

I have to guess some cultures 
are more fertile for enchant¬ 
ment - that some activities, 
like novel-reading or music¬ 
making, cultivate a skill for it, 
and that building a capacity 
for enchantment is, these days, 
a countercultural act and a 
practical and fervent need.Q 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



PETS HAVE THE 
POWER To HEAL, 
WHO ARE WE To 
QUESTION THEiR 
METHODS ? 


fCCak )'28 
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Blondie 



WELL, IF I WERE ADRIFT ON A RAFT 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OCEAN, VOU'D 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 





Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


3 

6 

5 

8 

7 

1 

2 

9 

4 

2 

1 

4 

5 

9 

6 

3 

8 

7 

9 

8 

7 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

6 

1 

2 

9 

7 

5 

3 

6 

4 

8 

4 

3 

6 

9 

1 

8 

7 

5 

2 

7 

5 

8 

6 

4 

2 

9 

3 

1 

8 

9 

3 

1 

2 

7 

4 

6 

5 

5 

7 

1 

4 

6 

9 

8 

2 

3 

6 

4 

2 

3 

8 

5 

1 

7 

9 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 1/28/15 
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ACROSS 

1 A, E, F, G... 
4 Cracker 
spreads 
9 Farm harvest 
13 “Break 
well-wisher’s 
cry to an actor 

15 Know-_; 
smarty-pants 

16 Sixty minutes 

17 Close at hand 

18 Punctuation 
mark 

19 Additionally 

20 Candor 

22 _ fire to; 
ignites 

23 Mah-jongg 
piece 

24 Rush 
26 Bowler’s 

delight 

29 Big parties 

34 Huge lifting 
machine 

35 Stinky animal 

36 Religious sister 

37 Ladder step 

38 Human 
person 

39 Bug that jumps 

40 Play division 

41 Rings out 

42 Small flat liquor 
bottle 

43 Soldier’s dining 
room 

45 Dawdle in a 
bookstore 

46 Lung contents 

47 Swerve 

48 Q-tip, for one 
51 Buenos Aires’ 

nation 

56 Loathe 

57 Facial hair 

58 Cries 

60 Smell 

61 T-shirt size 

62 Story 

63 _ over; spills 

64 Glowing coal 
fragment 

65 Chop down 

DOWN 

1 Embargo 


2 Treble _; 
musical symbol 

3 Precious 

4 Dill, for one 

5 Make amends 

6 Not wild 

7 Lawn trees 

8 Making deep 
wide cuts 

9 Ran after 

10 Actor’s part 

11 Remove from 
power forcefully 

12 Experts 

14 Shredding 

cheese 

21 Athletic shoe 
brand 

25 Printer fluid 

26 “Get lost!” 

27 Cease-fire 

28 Angry 
speeches 

29 Ability; 
expertise 

30 Attila’s men 

31 Relative by 
marriage 

32 Reckon 

33 Rattler or boa 


35 Official stamp 

38 Tolerable 

39 Bouquet seller 

41 Fraternity letter 

42 Worry 

44 Cavalry swords 

45 Fender _; 
minor accident 

47 Brink; threshold 


48 Injection 

49 Usually dry 
streambed 

50 Sitting upon 

52 Enlarge a hole 

53 Clothing 

54 Actor Wyle 

55 Competent 
59 Stitch 
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CASA DEL MAR Presidential 

2 bdrm suite with full kitchen 
week 1 #1315 
$15000.00 firm 
contact: cpinto7823@aol.com 
or call stateside 203-470-1027 
ask for Carol. 

_ 21168 6 

OCCIDENTAL TIME SHARE 
FOR SALE 

wks 1 and 2 FIXED 
In perpetuity all in 
2 bdr, kitchen, dining area, 
living room with sleeper sofa 
$31,500 per week 
Call room 2525 Occidental 

211693 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Br Feb 1-8 $900 
2 Br Feb 14-21 $850 
2 Br Feb 21-28 $850 
Please call: 740-4988 

211696 

ARUBA BREEZE 
CONDOMINIUM 

Short +long term rentas 
start from $125 
info@arubreeze.com 

_ 21169 6 

ST^P 

Vialon-cc Atyjiln-r.f Womm 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Week room price 
3 A103 $2499 

3 A201 $4999 

4 A201 $4999 

5 A201 $4999 

6 A201 $4999 

9 E303 $4499 

11 E202B $6999 

14 E208 $2250 

49 B207 $1999 

Call Don USA 856-9069007 
Aruba 526-2700 Room A201 
e-mail: 

DMLAPINSON@GMAIL.COM 

_ 211672 

FOR RENT 

Renaissance Room 2527 

weeks 4+5 (Jan 22-Feb 5) 
year 2016 call 583-600 Room 
2527 until Feb 5 ocean side 
States (207) 723-9581 


211691 



CUIDA BO 0100 


Td: 5BZ-C&97/ 5S3-7404 
$eh4tland str 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com ^ 

„d your Stay 

'Quality Apartments 

'Studio A Loft Apts. “Fully Furnished 

1 Kitchen / A infp / Cable. TV ‘"Swimnurtg RggI 

Ltt£ lhc-i 1 it It t rorf\ E&jjIe ktuth 6 4 Iorgt SLptrrrmrheii 
Feel free to ccntoct or vis^t ns. 

Mon - fri: Banv7pm. Snt A Sun: 9kmi-5fjfTL 
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Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


Ruby 72 

This spacious 4 bedroom 
property is located at 
the end of a cul-de-sac 
in North. It has enough 
space to build a pool or 
guest apartment. The 
garden is fully fenced-in 
and has nice a land¬ 
scaped yard.The built-up 
area is 217m 2 / 2321 sq.ft, 
including the covered 
back porch, land size 
837m 2 . 


U5$ 334.269,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Tropicana weeks 1&2 

2nd floor one bedroom-king; 
Sunday -Sunday. Overlooks 
water fal/pool. 

$4000/ week or $7500 both 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

211690 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV $17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

1+2 

517 

$19,000 

O 

CO 

120 

$7,000 

10 

137 

$9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$9,000 

13 

501 

$9,000 

14 

540 

$5,000 

14 

349 

$11,000 

10 

521 

$8,500 

9 

135 

$9,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211695 

Swimming Club “Yellow Tail” 

Certified Teacher Teaches 
your baby or child how to 
swim we are going to start a 
new course in February. For 
all levels (infant, toddler, 
beginner, intermediate and 
advance. We prepare your 
child to get diploma's 
from A to F.l 
More information call: 
594-9069/569-0125 

211681 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Aruba Beach Club week 22 
May 5, superior Rm 151 $2500 
Casa del MarAmb. one 
bedroom unit week 29 unit 
1326 July 18 $2500 and 
Paradise Beach Villas week 32 
Rm 310,1 br Aug. 8 $2100 all 
+M Fees 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

211676 

CASA DEL MAR WEEKS7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps 6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks 
of Feb desirable time) 

Mr. Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 

211685 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Caribbean Palm Village 

1 week choose-any week¬ 
floating wk 1-52 only $4999 
Call Joanie, 

USA (203)281-6640, leave 
message. 

Aruba until sat. 1/24 526-2700 
Rm A303 

Email: joaneh@sbcglobal.net 

211679 


DOCTOR 
_ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Thuis 


EMERGENCIA 

911 

POLIS 100 

POLIS 581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 582-4000 

NOORD 587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 585-4710 

SAVANETA 584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 11141 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 

AMBULANCE 584-5050 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Dakota Tel: 588-7364 

San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 



INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Januari 28 

\ 

Frewinds 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(EADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tek_5_82-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
_Tek_5_83-38_08 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 



































































Monarch butterflies rebound in Mexico, numbers still low 



In this Jan. 4, 2015 file photo. Monarch butterflies perch on a twig at the Piedra Herrada 
sanctuary, near Valle del Bravo, Mexico. Associated Press 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — 

The number of Monarch 
butterflies that reached 
wintering grounds in 
Mexico has rebounded 
69 percent from last 
year’s lowest-on-record 
levels, but their num¬ 
bers remain very low, 
according to the World 
Wildlife Fund. 

Last year, the Monarchs 
covered only 1.65 acres 
(0.67 hectares), the 
smallest area since re¬ 
cord-keeping began in 
1993. 

This year, the butterflies 
rebounded, to cover 
2.79 acres (1.13 hect¬ 
ares), according to a 
formal census by Mexi¬ 
can environmental au¬ 
thorities and scientists 
released Tuesday. 

The orange-and-black 
butterflies are suffering 
from loss of milkweed 
habitat in the United 
States, illegal logging 
in Mexico and climate 
change. Each year, the 
butterflies make a mi¬ 


gration from Canada 
to Mexico and find the 
same pine and fir for¬ 
ests to spend the winter, 
even though no but¬ 
terfly lives to make the 
round trip. 

“Of course it is good 
news that the forest area 
occupied by Monarchs 


this season increased,” 
said Omar Vidal, head 
of the World Wildlife 
Fund in Mexico. “But 
let*s be crystal clear, 
1.13 hectares is very, 
very low, and it is still the 
second-smallest forest 
surface occupied by 
this butterfly in 22 years 
of monitoring.” 

At their peak in 1996, 
the Monarchs covered 
more than 44.5 acres 
(18 hectares) in the 
mountains west of Mex¬ 
ico City. 

Lincoln Brower, a lead¬ 
ing entomologist at 
Sweet Briar College in 
Virginia, has said that 
with anything below 2 
hectares (4.1 acres), 
“they will remain in the 
danger category and I 
will continue to be con¬ 
cerned. “ A population 
covering 4 or 5 hectares 
(9 to 12 acres) would be 
a sign of significant re¬ 
covery, he added. 

The butterfly population 


has plummeted before, 
and then partially re¬ 
covered. 

In 2001, driving rain and 
bitter cold killed millions, 
leading scientists to 
speculate that migrat¬ 
ing populations would 
be seriously depleted 
in 2002. To their surprise, 
twice as many returned 
as some had predicted. 
In 2004, unfavorable 
weather, pollution and 
deforestation caused 
a drastic decline in the 
population, but the 
next year, the butterflies 
bounced back. 

But the overall tenden¬ 
cy since 1993 points to 
a steep, progressive 
decline. Each time the 
Monarchs rebound, 
they do so at lower lev¬ 
els. The species is found 
in many countries and is 
not in danger of extinc¬ 
tion, but experts fear the 
migration could be dis¬ 
rupted if very few but¬ 
terflies make the trip. 


The temperate climate 
of the mountains west 
of Mexico City normally 
creates an ideal setting 
for the Monarchs. Every 
fall, tens of millions of 
the delicate creatures 
fly thousands of miles to 
their ancestral breed¬ 
ing grounds, creating 
clouds of butterflies. 
They clump together 
on trees, forming chan¬ 
delier shapes of orange 
and black. 

The migration is an in¬ 
herited trait: No butter¬ 
fly lives to make the full 
round trip, and it is un¬ 
clear how they find the 
route back to the same 
patch of forest each 
year. Some scientists 
suggest the butterflies 
may release chemicals 
marking the migratory 
path and fearthat if their 
numbers fall too low, the 
chemical traces will not 
be strong enough for 
others to follow. 

Extreme cold and 
drought also hurt but¬ 
terfly populations, and 
in Mexico, illegal log¬ 
ging can punch holes in 
the forest canopy that 
shelters them, creating 
a situation in which cold 
rainfall could kill millions. 
Vidal said Mexico has 
been able to essentially 
stop illegal logging in 
the Monarch protect¬ 
ed reserve, but he said 
habitat loss in the United 
States remains a huge 
problem. Milkweed, 
the butterflies’ main 
source of food has been 
crowded out by pesti¬ 
cide-resistant crops. 

“The question we should 
all be asking now” is 
whether the U.S. can 
halt the loss of milkweed 
habitat, he said. □ 
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Sundance Watch: Redford brings film to his own festival 



In this Friday, Jan. 23, 2015 file photo, Robert Redford attends the pre¬ 
miere of “A Walk In The Woods” during the 2015 Sundance Film Festival 
in Park City, Utah. 

Associated Press 


RYAN PEARSON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — 

Robert Redford took “A 
Walk in the Woods” to his 
own Sundance Film Festi¬ 
val. 

The 78-year-old actor, di¬ 
rector and producer had 
long hoped to adapt Bill 
Bryson's 1998 travel book 
about two friends hiking the 
Appalachian Trail. It finally 
came together last year, 
and director Ken Kwapis 
submitted it to the festival 
director without Redford’s 
knowledge. 

And that’s how Redford 
ended up making the 
rounds to media outlets at 
the festival that he helped 
launch more than 30 years 
ago. 

“The circumstances, may¬ 
be you can call them weird, 
but I just call them serendip¬ 
itous. It’s just one of those 
things that came together. 
It does feel strange with Bill 
Bryson sitting next to me. 
That’s a little strange. We 
were sitting in the screen¬ 


ing last night. I found myself 
nervous that he was sitting 
next to me and I was play¬ 
ing him,” Redford said. 
Redford said he’d originally 
hoped to re-team with Paul 
Newman to make “A Walk 
in the Woods.” But after 
Newman died in 2008, the 
project floundered. 

“I read the book many, 
many years ago and I 
found myself laughing ouf 
loud and I don't do that. 
And that made me pay at¬ 
tention to the book on the 
whole and I thought this is 
a project I think I can be in 
as an actor, as a charac¬ 
ter. And initially I thought 
of Paul Newman because 
that was way back. I 
thought that it would be a 
wonderful third part for Paul 
and I fo do, because it had 
similar personalities the oth¬ 
er two had,” Redford said. 
“Then it became a matter 
of perseverance, passion 
and obstinacy. I wasn’t go¬ 
ing to give it up because it 
was not coming together 
the way I had hoped. And 


then finally if has 
come together and 
here we are.” 

Nick Nolte eventu¬ 
ally was cast to fill 
the part of Katz, the 
friend that accom¬ 
panies Bryson on his 
walk. The two actors 
shifted the focus of 
the film from redis¬ 
covering America 
to also pondering 
their own mortality. 

“I was thinking 
about a journey 
that was being tak¬ 
en by two people 
who were once 
friends who fell out 
and were going to 
come back togeth¬ 
er again through 
some kind of desperation. 
Last chance cafe or last 
chance before it’s too late 
or before you’re going to 
die — all that I thought was 
pretty powerful emotional 
stuff as a motive,” Redford 
said. 

The 73-year-old Nolte said 
the two take slightly differ¬ 


ent approaches personally 
to aging — but he was glad 
to make a friend through 
the film. 

“This I like because I've only 
got death left, you know. 
And that's all Bob has. Of 
course, he denies that but 
you know — that's the big 
event. I do have a 7-year- 
old daughter so that's 


been a blessing. It sparks 
you alive, it really does," 
Nolte said. “Bob has been 
a good addition as far as 
friends in my life. Not only 
as an actor but as a friend.” 
“A Walk in the Woods" 
does not yet have a US dis¬ 
tributor. The Sundance Film 
Festival continues through 
next weekend. 





Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail.com 
www. arahibacigars .com 
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Kevin Spacey skips award shows to help aspiring Arab actors 



In this Jan. 25, 2015 photo made available by Emirates News Agency, WAM, Sheik Sultan bin Mo¬ 
hammed Al Qasimi, Ruler of Sharjah, right, meets with by Kevin Spacey in Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates. 

Associated Press 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
SHARJAH, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Kevin Spacey 
skipped the Screen Actors 
Guild awards, which hand¬ 
ed him a win for his wildly 
popular role on “House of 
Cards”, to watch 34 young 
actors from across the 
Arab world perform a play 
as part of his foundation’s 
Home Grown initiative sup¬ 
porting local talent. 

The cast, all 25 years old 
or younger, hail from war- 
torn Syria, Egypt, Yemen, 
Iraq and other corners of 
the Middle East. For many 
of them, the play marked 
the first time they had ever 
left their home countries 
or been given support to 
hone their craft. 
Abduljabbar al-Suhili, 25, 
from Sanaa, Yemen, is 
returning from the inten¬ 
sive workshops held in the 
United Arab Emirates to 
a country without a presi¬ 
dent. Yemen has been 
plagued by power out¬ 
ages, al-Qaida attacks, 
rebel Houthi advances and 
widespread political insta¬ 
bility. Dabbling in the arts 
is considered a luxury, and 
acting is not seen as a seri¬ 
ous profession, he says. 

“The state bodies are pre¬ 
occupied with the constitu¬ 
tion, the transitional phase 


and security and stability 
because of the political sit¬ 
uation there," he said. “This 
has impacted artists be¬ 
cause we are unable to ful¬ 
fill our ambitions in culture 
or artistic efforts on stage or 
in music. We have become 
concerned with earning a 
living.” 

But for two weeks, al-Suhili 
had a chance to escape 
that. He and the other as¬ 
piring actors were flown to 
the emirate of Sharjah in 


the UAE in an all-expense- 
paid program with the non¬ 
profit Middle East Theatre 
Academy, a joint initiative 
launched in 2011 with the 
Kevin Spacey Foundation 
(KSF) and Emirati business¬ 
man Badr Jafar, whose 
family runs a Sharjah-based 
petroleum and gas con¬ 
glomerate. 

The actors were selected 
from a group of around 
300 applicants for the first 
KSF Home Grown work¬ 
shop to take place in the 


Middle East, with two previ¬ 
ous workshops in the United 
States and United King¬ 
dom. 

After two weeks of train¬ 
ing with professional acting 
coaches from KSF, the ac¬ 
tors performed a play titled 
“Dhow Under the Sun.” The 
play is set in a fictional refu¬ 
gee camp where issues of 
poverty, corruption, love 
and hope form the narra¬ 
tive. With a two-night run, 
it premiered before an in¬ 
timate gathering Sunday 


that included the ruler of 
the emirate of Sharjah, 
Sheikh Sultan bin Moham¬ 
med al-Qasimi. 

Before the opening night 
of the play, Spacey spent 
time coaching the young 
actors and gave them tips 
to take with them back 
home. When introducing 
the play, he told the audi¬ 
ence that it was this kind 
of setting that helped him 
grow as an actor. 

“Tonight is the kind of night 
that I grew up with, that I 
experienced very young 
because in my theater 
class I got to be part of 
many programs where I 
was brought together with 
other emerging artists, put 
on plays, did workshops," 
he said. “Tonight we cel¬ 
ebrate ... bringing together 
these young remarkable 
talents from so many differ¬ 
ent places as well." 

KSF Executive Director 
Steven Winter, who has 
worked with Spacey for 
10 years, said the award¬ 
winning actor is “hugely 
passionate about using the 
creative industries to pro¬ 
pel people forward." 

“I think probably because 
he was a beneficiary of the 
sorts of programs that we 
run when he was a young 
person,” Winter said. 


Kevin Spacey skips award shows 
to help aspiring Arab actors 



In this Jan. 25, 2015 photo made available by Emirates News 
Agency, WAM, Sheik Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Ruler of 
Sharjah, right, meets with by Kevin Spacey in Sharjah, United 
Arab Emirates. 

Associated Press 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
SHARJAH, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Kevin Spacey 
skipped the Screen Actors 
Guild awards, which hand¬ 
ed him a win for his wildly 
popular role on “House of 
Cards”, to watch 34 young 


actors from across the 
Arab world perform a play 
as part of his foundation’s 
Home Grown initiative sup¬ 
porting local talent. 

The cast, all 25 years old 
or younger, hail from war- 
torn Syria, Egypt, Yemen, 
Iraq and other corners of 


the Middle East. For many 
of them, the play marked 
the first time they had ever 
left their home countries 
or been given support to 
hone their craft. 
Abduljabbar al-Suhili, 25, 
from Sanaa, Yemen, is 
returning from the inten¬ 
sive workshops held in the 
United Arab Emirates to 
a country without a presi¬ 
dent. Yemen has been 
plagued by power out¬ 
ages, al-Qaida attacks, 
rebel Houthi advances and 
widespread political insta¬ 
bility. Dabbling in the arts 
is considered a luxury, and 
acting is not seen as a seri¬ 
ous profession, he says. 

“The state bodies are pre¬ 
occupied with the constitu¬ 


tion, the transitional phase 
and security and stability 
because of the political sit¬ 
uation there,” he said. “This 
has impacted artists be¬ 
cause we are unable to ful¬ 
fill our ambitions in culture 
or artistic efforts on stage or 
in music. We have become 
concerned with earning a 
living.” 

But for two weeks, al-Suhili 
had a chance to escape 
that. He and the other as¬ 
piring actors were flown to 
the emirate of Sharjah in 
the UAE in an all-expense- 
paid program with the non¬ 
profit Middle East Theatre 
Academy, a joint initiative 
launched in 2011 with the 
Kevin Spacey Foundation 
(KSF) and Emirati business¬ 


man Badr Jafar, whose 
family runs a Sharjah-based 
petroleum and gas con¬ 
glomerate. 

The actors were selected 
from a group of around 
300 applicants for the first 
KSF Home Grown work¬ 
shop to take place in the 
Middle East, with two previ¬ 
ous workshops in the United 
States and United King¬ 
dom. 

After two weeks of train¬ 
ing with professional acting 
coaches from KSF, the ac¬ 
tors performed a play titled 
“Dhow Under the Sun.” The 
play is set in a fictional refu¬ 
gee camp where issues of 
poverty, corruption, love 
and hope form the narra¬ 
tive. 
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